
	  

Early	  Journal	  Content	  on	  JSTOR,	  Free	  to	  Anyone	  in	  the	  World	  

This	  article	  is	  one	  of	  nearly	  500,000	  scholarly	  works	  digitized	  and	  made	  freely	  available	  to	  everyone	  in	  
the	  world	  by	  JSTOR.	  	  

Known	  as	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content,	  this	  set	  of	  works	  include	  research	  articles,	  news,	  letters,	  and	  other	  
writings	  published	  in	  more	  than	  200	  of	  the	  oldest	  leading	  academic	  journals.	  The	  works	  date	  from	  the	  
mid-‐seventeenth	  to	  the	  early	  twentieth	  centuries.	  	  

	  We	  encourage	  people	  to	  read	  and	  share	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  openly	  and	  to	  tell	  others	  that	  this	  
resource	  exists.	  	  People	  may	  post	  this	  content	  online	  or	  redistribute	  in	  any	  way	  for	  non-‐commercial	  
purposes.	  

Read	  more	  about	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  at	  http://about.jstor.org/participate-‐jstor/individuals/early-‐
journal-‐content.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

JSTOR	  is	  a	  digital	  library	  of	  academic	  journals,	  books,	  and	  primary	  source	  objects.	  JSTOR	  helps	  people	  
discover,	  use,	  and	  build	  upon	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  content	  through	  a	  powerful	  research	  and	  teaching	  
platform,	  and	  preserves	  this	  content	  for	  future	  generations.	  JSTOR	  is	  part	  of	  ITHAKA,	  a	  not-‐for-‐profit	  
organization	  that	  also	  includes	  Ithaka	  S+R	  and	  Portico.	  For	  more	  information	  about	  JSTOR,	  please	  
contact	  support@jstor.org.	  



A BRIEF HISTORY 

OF THE 

Widows' Society of Bethlehem, 

Compiled from the Minutes of the Society, 

by 

AUGUSTUS SCHULTZE. 



A BEIEF HISTORY 
OF THE 

Widows1 Society of Bethlehem. 

The Widows' Society of Bethlehem, one of the oldest beneficial 
societies in this country, was organized in the fall of 1770, and has 
therefore, up to this time, been in existence for one hundred and 
nine years. Small in its beginning, and, from the nature of its or- 
ganization, always limited to a small sphere of activity, it has yet 
been the means of giving timely help and assistance to hundreds 
of poor widows, and has steadily increased its capacity for doing 
good. Although its career, on the whole, has been exceptionally 
prosperous, it has also passed through a period of severe struggles 
and difficulties, all of which however have only aided in establish- 
ing it more firmly. And now a golden harvest from the good seed 
sown in the sweat of the brow by the forefathers, is reaped by the 
descendants and successors of those good brethren of "ye olden 
time/* or rather by their widows. 

One of the most noteworthy features of this Society is, no doubt, 
that the minutes of the same, for more than a century, have been 
regularly kept in the German language, although the members of 
the Society and the Secretaries were mostly Americans. The legal 
documents and most of the accounts were, from the first, written 
in English*, but the meetings of the Society seem to have -been 
always conducted in the German language. Indeed, the minutes 
of the Board of Directors are kept in German to the present day, 
while those of the General Meetings of the Society, by a resolution 
passed in 1876, have of late years been written in English. These 
minutes, in speaking of different people, give them no honorary 
titles. Whatever their position or rank in the church or in civil 

(51) 
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life may have been, they are simply called by the name " Brother;" 
and as we hold, with our fathers, that the names of Brother and 
Sister are the most honorable titles which members pf the Breth- 
ren's Church can receive, we retain them in this record as wç find 
them. 

The history of the Society naturally divides itself into three 
periods of unequal length, namely : 

1. The first five years, from 1771-1776, or' the time of organ- 
ization and prosperous beginning. 

2. The years from 1776-1815, or forty years of plodding and 
patient labor. 

3. The time from 1816 to the present date, or sixty-four years 
of uninterrupted prosperity. 

FIRST PERIOD. 
THE TIME FROM 1771 TO 1776. A PROSPEROUS BEGINNING. 

„ . „ л The Journal or Áccount-book begins ° with the 27th First . „ frenerai л ° 
Meeting of November, 1770, when seventy-four members paid 
their entrance-fee ; but the first record preserved in the minutes of 
the Society is that of a meeting held on January 2d, 1771. It 

begins as follows: "There were about fifty members present, and 
it was announced, with heartfelt thanks to our dear Lord, who 
Himself has promised to be the husband of the widows, that the 
trustees chosen have, by the grace of God, carried out their com- 
mission so far, as to be ready for the formal establishment of the 
Society. It was also stated, in particular, that several brethren 

signified their willingness to join the Society, from a sense of love 
and esteem for this laudable institution and for the purpose of 
furthering its object, rather than because they considered the pos- 
sible advantages thereby accruing to their wives."' 

The consti -^ mav k'e °^ interest here, to read the twenty-one arti- 
tution. cles of the Constitution agreed upon by the Brethren 
who founded the Society. A copy of these, printed in pamphlet 
form, large folio of eight pages, neatly ornamented, the English 
and German in opposite columns, is still in the possession of the 
Board of Directors of the Society : 

" We the Subscribers being Members of the Brethren's Church, 
have for good Causes and Considerations concluded to associate 
in the Name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, to establish a 
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Fund for Brethren's Widows, and at the same time we have 
unanimously agreed upon the following Rules and Funda- 
mental Maxims, To wit, 

1. No Person shall be admitted into this Association who is not 
at the same Time actually a Member of the Brethren's Church 
or Unitas Fratrum, and residing in Pennsylvania or in the 
neighbouring Provinces. Yet, in Case any who are Members 
of the Society in Connexion with the Brethren's Church, are 
desirous of entering into this Association, they may make 
known such their Desire to this Association at any of their 
Meetings, when, by Majority of Votes, it shall be concluded 
whether such Person is to be admitted or not. 

2. Any Person proposing to be admitted shall be in good bodily 
Health, whereof, at the Request of this Association or their 
Stewards, he shall exhibit a well attested Certificate in 
Writing. 

3. To the End that the Plan of this Brotherly Association may 
be more speedily established and regulated, and to make some 
Beginning thereof, the married Brethren at Bethlehem have, 
by Majority of Votes, elected Trustees these following Brethren, 
to wit: John Ett wein, Ferdinand Detmers, John Valentine 
Haidt, Francis Oberlin, Christian Frederick Oerter, and 
Matthias Weiss. With these Trustees or with any one thereof, 
all Persons who desire to be Members of this Association, shall 
between this Day and the First. Tuesday in January, 1771, 
(it being the proper Epoch of this Institution) make Entries 
in Writing of their own and their Wives' Names, and Sirnames, 
of the Years and Days on which both of them were born, 
of the Place of their Abodes, also a Certificate of their being 
in good bodily Health; at the same Time they areto transmit 
their Entrance-Money to either of the respective Classes here- 
after mentioned, to which they intend to belong. And a 
Receipt signed by at least Three of the said Trustees shall 
be given them for that Money. As soon as the said Trustees 
have a considerable Sum in Hand, they shall put out the same 
on good Land-Security at lawful Interest, for the Use of the 
said Association. 

4. At Lititz, Lancaster, Yorktown, Philadelphia, New- 
York, and at any other Place where Seven Persons intending 
to become Members of this Association reside together, they 
may among themselves chuse an Agent or Correspondent, who 
may transact their Business with the Trustees, until the first 
Tuesday in January, 1771, and afterwards with the Stewards, 

5. The aforesaid Association shall once in every half Year hold 
a General Meeting at Bethlehem, to wit, on the first Tuesday 
in January, and on the first Tuesday in July, the first thereof 
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to be on the first Tuesday of January 1771, to which Meetings 
all Persons that shall then have paid their Entrance-Money, 
whether they live nigh or remote, are invited. At this first 
Meeting, and from thenceforth in every Year, on the first 
Tuesday in the Month of January, a Treasurer and Six 
Stewards shall be chosen by a Majority of Votes by Ballot, 
who among themselves are to chuse one for their President, 
and another to be Secretary and Accornptant, who is to keep 
the Minutes, enter their Resolves, and take Care of the Books 
relating to the State of their Affairs. At the same time Three 
other Members shall be chosen a Committee to examine the 
Accounts oí the Treasurer and Stewards, and, if found right, 
to approve of the same. After this the Books, Accompts, 
Cash, and all Things belonging to this Association, shall be 
delivered to the new chosen Treasurer and Stewards, the 
State of Affairs concisely drawn up, and by circular Letters 
transmitted to the Correspondents for the Inspection of every 
one of the Persons interested. Provided that the Members 
present at the first Meeting m;iy, if they think fit, elect one or 
other of the herein first-named Trustees, and at any of the 
subsequent Meetings the former Treasurer and any or all of 
the former Stewards may be re-elected. 

In every of the said Half-yearly Meetings the Concerns of the 
said Association shall be considered, new Members thereof 
admitted, the Payments to the Widows regulated, and other 
such like Matters provided for; yet so that no very important 
Matters shall in any of the said Meetings be determined, if 
there be not at least Twenty-five Members of this Association 
present ; and whatever they, by a Majority of Votes, agree 
upon shall be conclusive. 

6. The Treasurer and Stewards of this Association shall meet at 
Bethlehem aforesaid once in every Quarter of a Year, to wit, 
the Fourth Tuesday in February, May, August and November, 
at which no less than Five must be present in order to manage 
the Concerns of this Association and of the Widows thereto 
belonging, and to regulate all such Matters as of course shall 
come before them. To the aforesaid Treasurer, or any one of 
the Stewards, at or before their Meeting-Days, the Members 
are to transmit as well their Entrance-Money as their Half- 
yearly Contributions, for which they will give an Acquittance. 
And the Agents or Correspondents mentioned in the fourth 
Article, if it suits them, shall have Liberty to assist at those 
Quarterly Meetings, and shall be considered Assistant Stew- 
ards with the Rest of them. 

For this purpose the Treasurer and Stewards should be Residents 
at Bethlehem, where the Cash is to be lodged, or within Ten 
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Miles thereof, that it might be convenient to them to assist at 
these Meetings. Their Resolves shall be subject to the Ex- 
amination of the Half-yearly Meetings, who, if they think 
propor, may amend such Resolves. No Treasurer or Steward 
shall ever expect any Compensation for their Trouble from 
the Treasury or fio m the Widows. 

7. There shall be provided out of the Treasury proper Books 
for entering these Articles of Association, the Names of the 
Members thereof and of their Wives, with both their Ages, 
the Names of the Widows for the Time being, with all the 
Incomes and Disbursements. These Books shall either at the 
Half-yearly Meetings or at the House of the Accomptant be 
produced to any of the Members who shall be desirous to 
peruse the same. 

8. Every Member, at their Half-yearly Meetings, shall have 
full Liberty to declare his Mind and Opinion upon the Con- 
cerns of this Association, but no more than one Person shall 
speak at the same time, and, whilst speaking, shall stand up. 
During such Debates every one attends to what is said, by 
which Mean« they are enabled to give their Votes for the 
Good of this Association and of,their Widows. 

9. And to render the Plan of this Association of Brethren the 
more extensive, we have regulated the same in the Two 
following Classes, to wit, 

In the Fikst CLASS 
A Man without Respect of the Age of himself or his Wife 
pays Entrance-Money into this Association the Sum of Ten 
Pounds Currency of Pennsylvania, and in every Year 
following a Contribution of Five ' Shillings like Currency 
in Two Half-yearly Payments, one thereof to be made on or 
before the fourth Tuesday in May, and the other thereof on 
or before the fourth Tuesday in November, during the Life of 
the Woman for whom he has entered. 

In the Second CLASS 
A Man without Respect of the Age of himself or his Wife 
pays Entrance-Money into this Association the Sum of Five 
Pounds Currency aforesaid and in every Year following a 
Contribution of Two Shillings and Six Pence like 
Currency in Two Half-yearly Payments, one thereof to be 
made on or before the fourth Tuesday in May, and the other 
thereof on or before the fourth Tuesday in November, during 
the Life4of the Woman for whom he has entered. 

In Consideration of the above-mentioned Entrance-Monies 
and yearly Contributions, each Widow of a Member of the 
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first Class shall be entitled to an Annuity of Fifteen 
Pounds Pennsylvania Currency. And each Widow of a 
Member of the second Class to an Annuity of Seven Pounds 
Ten Shillings like Currency to be paid her in Half-yearly 
Payments, in Manner following; to wit, The Widows of 
Persons who by their Payment of the Entrance-Money in 
either of the Two Classes shall on the first Tuesday in 
January, 1771* become Members of this Association, shall at 
the Expiration of Six Months next after the Day of the Death 
of their Husbands receive theii first Half-yearly Payments. 
And the Widows of such Persons as by their Payments of 
the Entrance-Money in either of the Two Classes shalj, at the 
second General Meeting, to wit, on the first Tuesday in July, 
1771, be admitted Members thereof, shall at the Expiration 
of One Year next after the Day of the Death of their Hus- 
bands receive their first Half-yearly Payments, which shall 
be made to them by the Treasurer for the time being, as long 
as they remain the Widows of their deceased Husbands. And 
upon the Remarriage of any such Widow her Interest in 
this Association and the Annuity shall become extinct. But 
with regard to those Persons who after tbe Two first General 
Meetings in any of the subsequent Half-yearly Meetings may 
be admitted Members of this Association, how much they are 
to pay in either of the aforesaid Two Classes Entrance-Money 
and yearly Contributions, respect being had to the Difference 
of Ages of the Husband and Wife, is to be settled and deter- 
mined by this Association at their Half-yearly Meetings by a 
Majority of Votes. 

10. Whenever the Treasurer and the Stewards shall have 
Fifty Pounds or moçe in Hand over and besides what is 
required to pay the Annuities of Widows, they shall, as soon 
as conveniently may be, put out the same Sum at Interest for 
the Benefit of this Association. 

11. In Case of the Death of the Wife of any Member of this 
Association, her surviving Husband shall not demand back 
his first Entrance-Money nor the yearly Contributions from 
Time to Time by him made. But if he chuseth to continue, 
paying his yearly Contributions, he may remain a Member 
of the Association: And, if he then marry again a Woman 
not above Five Years younger than himself, she shall 
after his Decease be entitled to the same Annuity as her 
Husband's first Wife would have been, according to th j Class 
to which he was belonging. But, if such second Wife shall 
be above Five Years »younger than her Husband, this As- 
sociation, at their Half-yearly Meetings, shall regulate the 
Quantum of her Husband's Entrance-Money, or Premium, 
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and of his yearly Contributions over and above the Rate ot 
his first original Quantum. 

12. If any of those Members who, on or before the first Tuesday 
in 1771, have deposited Five Pounds to the Second Class, 
and, agreeable to these Presents, ever since that Time 
punctually paid their yearly Contributions of Two Shillings 
and Six Pence, should be inclined to become a Contributor 
of the First Class, and for that purpose pay into the Hands 
of the Treasurer of this Association his Complement of Five 
Pounds, together with Six Shillings Interest, and Two 
Shillings and Six Pence Contributions, making in the 
Whole Eíght Shillings and Srx Pence per Annum, to be 
computed from the said first Tuesday of January 1771, to the 
Day of such Payment, then and in such Case his surviving 
Widow shall have the same Revenue as Widows of the 
Subscribers in the first Class. 

Li. For as much as it is one of our ' rincipal Concerns that this 
Association may from henceforth, and at all Times hereafter, 
so continue that neither the Members thereof, nor the Widows 
thereto belonging be too much iucumbered, We have expressly 
and irrevocably determined on these unalterable and constant 
Rules of Practice : 

a. If at any Time it should happen that there be so many 
Widows to the said Association belonging, as that their An- 
nuities should amount to more than the yearl) Income of the 
Association, then the Annuities of the Widows for the Time 
being shall be lowered, and apportioned according to 
their respective Classes: so nevertheless that each Widow of 
the first Class receive no less than Twelve Pounds, and a 
Widow of the Second Class no less than Srx Pounds yearly, 
in Half-yearly Payments. But, if the Income of this 
Association should fall short even for that lowered Sum, then 
the Treasurer and Stewards shall so much apportion and assess 
on all the Members of the .said Association, according to their 
respective Classes, as shall be wanting to make up the said 
Sums of <£12, and <£6 respectively, and by circular Letters 
directed to all the Members, or to the Correspondents, give 
timely Notice thereof. Which said extraordinary Contribution 
shall be paid at the then next following Half-yearly Meeting, 
to the End* that the Sums но limited to each of the said 
Wi/iows may be paid to them fully and without Delay. But 
as soon as the Income of this Association shall have so far 
increased that e.ieh of the Widows may be thereout paid the 
respective Sums of «£12, or «£6, then the said extraordinary 
Contributions shall immediately cease. 

b. The principal Sums arising from the Entrance-Monies paid 
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by the Members shall never be used or laid out for any 
Purpose whatsoever, but those principal Sums which have 
arisen from Interest or from Half-yearly Contributions, and 
have been lent out at Interest for any Time not exceeding a 
Year and a Day, may be called in and laid out for the Pur- 
poses above mentioned so that the aforesaid extraordinary 
Contributions may be taken off, or lessened. But any of the 
last mentioned principal Sums that have been placed out at 
Interest for any longer Time than a Year and a Day, shall 
never be used or employed for any Purpose whatsoever. 

14. And in as much as the Motive of this Brotherly Association 
is no other but such Compassion and Concern for Widows as 
is pleasing to Almighty GOD, it is agreed that from the first 
Tuesday in January, 1772, One Annuity in two Half-yearly 
Payments shall be given and distributed to and among such 
Widows of the Bethlehem Widow-House, as on Account of 
their old Age or Infirmities1 are not able to earn sufficient to 
support themselves in the Necessaries of Life, ancl have no 
Prospect of any other Relief or Assistance. But whether this 
Annuity shall be one of the First or Second Class, the Members 
of the Half-yearly Meetings shall determine by a Majority of 
Votes ; for it is intended that on the Account of this Charity, 
the Annuities of Widows belonging to this Association, 
shall at no time be charged or defaulked, nor any extraor- 
dinary Contribution required from the members of this Asso- 
ciation. 

15. If at any future Time, by the Blessings of our LORD, and 
the faithful Administration of the Funds of this Association, 
the yearly Interest and Half-yearly Contributions should 
amount to so high a Sura as that to all Appearance this 
Association is in no Danger of being ever charged with 
extraordinary Contributions ; and if at the same time any 
Widow to this Association belonging should become so infirm 
as that she could earn nothing at all, having no Assistance 
elsewhere to depend on, in which Case her half-yearly 
Allowance would be insufficient for her Maintenance : then 
such Widow may have her Case reported to the Half-yearly 
Meetings, which, by Majority of Votes, may determine how 
much additional Money the Treasurer shall pay to her until 
the next Half-yearly Meeting. And if tlfe Income of thie 
Association should amount to such Value as above mentioned, 
the Half-yearly Meetings may likewise, by Majority of Votes, 
determine that the Half-yearly Overplus of the Income shall 
be proportionably distributed among the Widows of this 
Association, or be bestowed on other poor Widows of 
Brethren. 
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16. No Member of this Association may be interested in any 
more than one single Share either in the First or in the 
Second Class. No Man may sell or assign his Wife's Interest, 
in such a Manner that the Purchaser or Assignee should 
receive any Annuity during the Life of the Widow. And 
such Widow herself, when she cometh to the Enjoyment of 
her Annuity, shall not have Power to sell or assign the same, 
but the Monçy shall be paid to her own Hands, or on a 
Receipt signed by her, and to no other Person whatsoever. 

17. No Member of this Association must expect Warning to pay 
his Half-yearly Contributions, and if he be in Arrear for two 
Half-yearly Payments, and do not pay this Debt within the 
Space of one Month next after the Day when his second 
Payment became due, he and his Widow shall forfeit their 
Interest in this Association. Saving nevertheless, if he shew 
such Causes of his Neglect, as the Members of the Half yearly 
Meeting, by a Majority of Votes, shall allow of. Each 
Member of this Association shall and will punctually conform 
to this Article. 

18. Since we are commanded in the Name of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, that we withdraw ourselves from. every Brother 
that walketh disorderly, 2 Thess. iii. 6, we may not be in Fel- 
lowship with any one who (which GOD forbid) would become 
an Enemy and Persecutor of the Brethren's Church and of her 
Members, or lead a scandalous Life in the Б'асе of the World, 
and contract an evil Name : Therefore, if against any one 
such like. Complaints -be made, and the Truth thereof 
peremptorily found by a Majority of the Members present at 
a Half-yearly Meeting, he shall be restrained from the Liberty 
of personally attending these Meetings. And in Case any 
such excluded Member in the Life. time of his Wife, with her 
full and free Assent, shall demand back his Entrance-Money 
and yearly Contributions, the Treasurer shall pay him the 
same in one intire Sum without any Interest. ' Provided he 
first deliver into the Hands of the Treasurer, a Declaration in 
Writing of such his own and his Wife's Desire, and a Dis- 
claimer of all their Right to this Association, to be signed by 
him and his Wile, and attested by one of the Judges of the 
Supream Court, or by two of the Justices of the County, 
where they shall reside, the Release and Acknowledgement 
thereof to be drawn from such Precedent, as at his Request 
he shall be furnished with. 

19. If any Person by his last Will and Testament shall give a 
Legacy, or otherwise in his Life- ti me make a Gift to this 
Institution, the Treasurer and Stewards shall employ such 
Donations to the same Purpose as the Entrance-Monies and 
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yearly Contributions are directed to be employed by these 
present Articles. 

20. After the Decease of a Member of this Association, his 
Widow relict is to give Notice in Person to one of the 
Stewards or Correspondents, or by Letter directed either to 
the Quarterly Meeting of the Stewards, or to the Half-yearly 
Meeting of the Association, and if she live at a Distance of 
above Ten Miles from Bethlehem, she is to send a 
Certificate of her Husband's Decease, and the Date thereof, 
and, if required, also a Certificate, to be signed by one of the 
Pastors of the Brethren in her Neighbourhood, setting forth, 
that she is still remaining a Widow. And if thereupon it shall 
appear, that her deceased Husband has been a Member of this 
Association, and regularly paid his yearly Contributions, she 
shall have her Annuity paid her by the Treasurer, agreeable 
to the Rules established in the Ninth of these Articles, as long 
as she shall remain the Widow of 'her said deceased Husband. 

21. And we, and each of us, who, by our Signing and Sealing 
of these Presents, are or shall become Members of this 
Association, DO covenant, promise, and agree each of us with 
the others, That we, and each of us, shall and will punctually 
and wholly, without any Reservation, fulfill and perform all 
the herein above contained Articles of Agreement; and like- 
wise all such other Rules and Regulations not herein before 
mentioned, as this Association in their Half-yearly Meetings 
shall, on Behalf of Jheir Widows, hereafter make, agreeable 
to this Fundamental Establishment thereof. And we, by 
these Presents, DO, and each of us DOTH, advisedly and 
spontaneously declare and agree one to and with each other, 
That if any or either of us shall not punctually and wholly 
fulfill the Articles of Agreement herein above contained, or 
designedly oppose the same, he or they shall and will of and 
from all his and their Right to this Association, and the 
Entrance-Monies and Half-yearly Contributions, and his or 
their Wives, if they become Widows, of and from the Benefit 
of their intended Annuity, be excluded and for ever debarred 
by these Presents. 

And each of us, for himself, his Heirs, Executors and Ad- 
ministrators, DOTH covenant, promise and agree to and 
with each and every the others of them, Parties hereto, That 
neither we nor any of us shall and will at any Time hereafter 
molest, sue, or in Law prosecute the Members of this As- 
sociation, their Treasurer, Stewards, or any of them, for the 
Recovery of any Right or Interest, which by Virtue of these 
present Articles, or according to the true Meaning and Intent 
thereof, shall be justly forfeited. 
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In Witness whereof, we have hereunto set our Hands and 
Seals, the Twenty- fourth Day of September, in the Year of 
our LORD One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy." 

Sealed mid Delivered, 
in the Presence of us. 

The Directors' copy is signed and sealed hy several hundred 
members, whose names form a most interesting collection of auto- 
graphs, including those of almost all the fathers in the American 
branch of the Moravian Church. 

As was before stated, the Society had been organized, 
• • i <»ii (* гчпг' • i /■• Membership. some time • in • the i tall <»ii ot (* 1770, гчпг' with • i 

seventy-iour 
/■• mem- 

bers, but at the first general meeting it already numbered one 
hundred and ten members, viz.: seventy-five Brethren in the first 
class and thirty-five in the second, all of whom had paid their 
entrance-fee in cash, making a Capital Stock of <£925 or $2,466. 66f 
of our present currency. (One pound Pennsylvania currency was 
equal to $2.66$ , one shilling equal to 0.13J). Four more Brethren 
made application during the meeting, two of whom, viz.: John 
Loretz and Christian Gregor, were members of the Unity's Elders' 
Conference in Germany, but at the time living at Bethlehem. This 
swelled the amount of the stock assets to the sum of ¿Ê950. 

Iu regard to Wachovia (the Moravian settlements in North 
Carolina) it was resolved, to receive Brethren from there upon 
written application, provided they could not form a separate society 
for themselves. Missionaries to the West Indies should be ad- 
mitted, when living in Bethlehem at the time of making applica- 
tion, but not otherwise. 

The members living at Lancaster had chosen a correspondent, 
to communicate with the Brethren at Bethlehem in their behalf, 
and those living at Lititz and at other places were asked to do the 
same. 

The Capital Stock was placed at interest with the inve8tment 
Bethlehem Diacony, and to make the investment abso- of capitai. 
lutely secure, Bro. Nathanael Seidel, the nominal Proprietor of all 
the real estate owned by the Moravian Church in this country, was 
to give the Society, through its Stewards, a bond and mortgage on 
two tracts of land, one of them " situate on the East Side of Beth- 
lehem, in Bethlehem Township, upon the West Branch of Delaware 
River, containing five hundred acres and allowance/' the other, 
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" situate on the North-West side oí Bethlehem, in Allen Township, 
containing two hundred acres and allowance." These seven hun- 
dred acres were considered sufficient security for «£1,000. The 
mortgage was to be made over to the stewards, elected at this first 
meeting, and to their heirs. The stewards, in their turn, were to 
make a declaration of trust and to give a bond to four other Breth- 
ren of the Society, the latter, bond to be kept in the archives of 
the Bethlehem congregation, in care of Bro. Thraene, one of the 
pastors of the congregation. Both papers were to be properly 
registered in the County Office. 

The annuities of future widows, as we see from the 
rules, were fixed at the rate of ¿615, equal to $40.00 

for the first-class, and ¿67, 10«. equal to $20.00 for the second, 
making the annuities received to exceed the ad mission -fees paid in 
by their husbands. 

There evidently existed a doubt in the minds of some of the 
Brethren, as to whether it would be possible to pay such large 
annuities regularly in the future. We find that, at the first 
general meeting of the Society, the question was asked, whether it 
would not be better to divide the receipts instead of making 
the annuities a fixed amount, provided that, if the dividend ex- 
ceeded ¿615 and ¿67 10s. respectively, the surplus be added to the 
capital. It was, however, resolved unanimously "to stand by the 
articles," because, as the minutes have it, "it was not feared that 
an extraordinary contribution would be required often; and if this 
should be the case, the rule might be changed in the future, provided 
that, if there were any widows before the change contemplated 
was made, these should always receive at least ¿612 or £6 re- 
spectively, because each member has the right to decrease the income 
of his wife only." 
organization ^ was a'so agreecl, at tnis meeting, that the rules and 

completed. principles of the Society should at once be printed, both 
in English and German, and a copy, duly signed by the Stewards 
and the Treasurer, should be handed to each member for a 
certificate of membership. In return, the members living at a 
distance were each to sign and seal a copy of the same, and send it 
to the Stewards as a pledge of their promise to observe the rules, 
while those living at Bethlehem and Nazareth were, in a body, to 
sign a copy of the rules. 
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Finally it was stated thai, if the membership should increase to 
200, it would be necessary to incorporate the Society, either by 
virtue of a charter from the Governor or by an Act of Assembly. 
But before this be done, it would be necessary to examine and 
revise the articles once more, "as by the act of incorporation said 
articles would become a law, and could nevermore be changed." 

At a subsequent meeting, held January 12th of the same year, 
the printed articles of the Society were distributed, the printing 
having been done gratis by Bro. Henrj Miller of Philadelphia, 
who " voluntarily, freely and cheerfully gave this as a donation." 
This gentleman was accordingly honored with the title of "the first 
benefactor" of the Society. 

Thus the organization of the "Brethren's Widows' Society" was 
completed, and the ship was safely launched for the long voyage 
which, though it has not been free from storms, has, thus far, been 
remarkably prosperous. It will be noticed that the founders of 
this Society were not only Christian men and brethren, but that 
they were, at the same time, very careful in the framing of the 
constitution, and very anxious that everything should be done 
legally and honestly, both in the sight of God and of man. 

The oldest members of the Society were Michael Haberland and 
David Nitschmann, both born in 1698, and, therefore, 72 years 
old, when they became members ; among the oldest' was Nicholas 
Garrison, born in 1701, and formerly the captain of the "Moravian 
emigrant-ship" to this country. One of the first members was 
Andrew, the Negro. 

At the General Meeting held July 2, 1771, several TheStewarď8 
new members were received, so that the Society numbered Bond. 
ninety-thr,ee Brethren of the first class and thirty-one of the second, 
making a total of one hundred and twenty-four members. Of the 
capital, which now amounted ta «£1125 19. 3, the sum of ¿61000 
was loaned to the " Bethlehem Diacony," as agreed in a former 
meeting. The mortgage from Bro. Nathaniel Seidel was handed 
to the stewards, who, in turn, gave their bond to four Brethren of 
the Congregation. The latter document, a copy of which is entered 
upon the minutes, begins as follows : 

"Know all Men by these Presents That We Christian Friederich 
Oerter, John Ettwein, Ferdinand Detmers, John Valentine 
Haidt, Francis Oberlin, Matthias Weiss and Gottlieb Lange 
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all of Bethlehem in the County of Northampton in the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, Gentlemen, are each of us held and 
firmly bound unto Paul Münster, Jeremias Denke, Abraham 
Andreas and Timothy Horsfield junior of the same Place, 
Gentlemen, in the Sum of Two Thousand Pounds, lawful 
Money of Pennsylvania, to be paid to the said Paul Münster, 
Jeremias Denke, Abraham Andreas and Timothy Horsfield 
junior, their certain Attorney, Executors, Administrators or 
Assigns: To which Payment well and truly to be made We 
do bind each of us himself, his Heirs, Executors and Ad- 
ministrators severally, but not jointly, firmly by these Presents, 
Sealed with our Seals Dated the "Second Day of January in 
the Year of our LORD one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-one and in the Eleventh Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Third by the Grace of GOD King 
of Gťeat-Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith 
&c  " 

At the General Meeting held in January, 1772, a resolution was 
passed to the effect that from that date until January, 1775, any 
new applicant for admission to the first class, beside paying the 
admission- fee and the annual contribution, should also make up 
the contributions already paid by the original members, viz., 5 
Shillings per annum, together with 12 Shillings interest on the 
£10, for every year from January, 1771, until the day of his 
admission. Applicants for admission to the second class were 
expected to pay ¿65 admission, 6 sh. interest and 2 sh. 5d. arrears 
of contribution for every year up to date. The intent of this 
resolution, evidently, was that of making new members pay exactly 
the same amount, as if they had entered at the time when the 
Society was organized, before they became entitled to the same 
claims which the former had* In the same manner, if any members 
belonging to the second class desired to secure to their wives the 
rights and claims of the first class, they were to pay £5 additional 
entrance-money, 6 sh. interest, and 2 sh. 6 d. arrears of contribution 
for every year from 1771 to date. It was also resolved, that 
applicants not living in Bethlehem should m^ke application either 
through their regular correspondents or, where no such existed, 
through their ministers. All applicants were to give their family- 
names and Christian names, as well as those of their wives ; also 
the exact date of their birth, together with a certificate of their 
health, signed by their pastor. 
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Filially it was announced, at the same meeting, that Flrgt 
Sister Eliza Poppellwell, whose husband had recently Payment. 
died, was the first widow entitled to an annuity of the first class. 
As appears from later minutes, she enjoyed the benefits of the 
Society for fully forty years. 

At the July meeting of the same year, § 14 of the Articles, 
which determined that one Annuity, in half-yearly payments, 
should every year be distributed among some poor widows in the 
Bethlehem Widows' House, was for the first time acted upon. The 
Lot decided that, this time, it should be an annuity of the first 
class. Accordingly £7 10s. were divided among eight widows, 
making about $2.37 per share. 

At the same meeting it became necessary to enforce Art llorgec. 
another and to some Brethren rather objectionable ond Marriage. 
Article of the rules, viz. § 11. One of the members, a Bro. 
Wiesinger, had lost his wife and had married again. 
The rule stipulated that if a widower, who was a member 
of the Society, married a second time and the difference 
between his age and that of his new wife was not more than five 
years, no additional payment should be required. Upon in- 
vestigation of this case it was found that his second wife was more 
than five years younger than her husband, and it was there- 
fore for the Society to determine, what additional sum he should 
pay to secure to his second wife the privileges which his first 
wife would have enjoyed, had he preceded her to eternity. The 
meeting resolved, unanimously, that he should pay, for said 
difference in the age of his wife, the additional sum of £l 17s. 6rf. 
extra, "and with that," so the record of that meeting closes, "the 
meeting adjourned grateful towards our dear Lord for this insti- 
tution." 

However not all the members were satisfied with the proceeding 
in regard to Bro. Wiesinger's case. At the next semi-annual 
meeting, January, 1773, several members expressed their dissatis- 
faction that the resolution had been passed, and declared that they 
considered the entire § 11 disadvantageous to the treasury and a 
burden to the members. They did not think it right that the 
payment of one admission-fee of «£10 or £b should secure an 
annuity to two or three persons, as they expressed it. Hence two 
new propositions were made, viz. 

5 
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а. To limit the benefit of § 1 1 altogether to the present members 
of the Society ; or 

б. To demand even of the present members a new admissioga-fee 
of <£10 or £b respectively, in case a widower married a wife 
more than five years younger than himself. 

The second proposition was generally considered too harsh ; but 
to bring the matter to a settlement, three questions were asked: 

1. Shall, in case of a second marriage, a new admission-fee be 
charged? Nobody voted in the affirmative. 

2. Shall he pay one-half of the first payment additionally ? Only 
nineteen members out of forty -four present, were in favor of 
this proposition. 

3. Shall he pay, for every year of difference in the age between 
himself and his second wife, 10 sh. for the first class, and 
õ sh. for the second, additional? Twenty- ñ ve votes were 
cast for this proposition, which was therefore adopted, but 
was to remain in force only for two years, after which time the 
matter was to be recpnsidered. 

Bro. Wiesinger, whose second wife was fifteen years younger 
than himself, was, at once, willing to pay the additional sum, so as 
to make up the £7 10s. required of him according to this decision. 
But the members present evidently felt that it was an unpleasant 
thing to go back on their own record. However it was stated that 
the resolution of the former meeting had been passed after the 

meeting had adjourned, and it was resolved "that, in the future, 
nothing should be determined, after the members had risen from 
their seats." As to new members received, it was agreed that they 
should always pay a new admission-fee in full, whenever a re- 

marriage occurred. 
Nine poor widows of the Widows' House, by resolution of the 

same meeting, received together a semi-annual dividend of the 
first class, (this time by a majority- vote,) and Sister Popeli well 
received her share of this extra dividend in addition to her own 
£7 10s.; but the requestor some Brethren to "give her still a 
little more" was not granted. The record of the meeting closes 
with the benediction: "Grace and peace be with us, and with all 
our dear Brethren in all places." 

The Of the July meeting in 1773, the only noteworthy 
Year 1774. occurrence was the passing of a resolution to have 

a box made containing a number of black and white balls, for the 

purpose of voting. This box was presented at the January meeting 
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of 1774 and contained 108 balls; the black balls were to be used 
for a negative and the white for an affirmative vote. These balls 
were'used at this very meeting to decide of which class the dividend 
to the poor widows should be made for that year, and twenty-four 
white balls against sixteen black ones decided that it should be of 
the first class. The Society then numbered one hundred and fifty- 
two members and five annuity widows. The assets amounted to 
XI 752. J. Oberlin, heretofore one of the Stewards, was elected 
Treasurer and ¡Secretary, in place of С F. Oerter, who declined 
re-election, and Timothy Horsfield became one of the Stewards in 
Oberlin's place. It may be mentioned in this connection that, 
from its organization to the present day, the Widows' Society has 
been very conservative, and has re-elected its officers as long as 
possible. 

The peculiar arrangment which required new mem- Rai8ing the 
bers to pay back interest and arrearages of contributions admission fee. 
lasted only until January, 1775, when it was abolished. But in- 
stead of it, every new member was required to pay an entrance-fee 
of ¿615 for the first class, and ¿£7.10 for the second (instead of «£10 
and <£5 as heretofore) ; the half-yearly tax or contribution of 5 sh. 
or 2 sh. 6d. continued. . The other resolution that a widower who 
married a second wife, more than five years younger than himself, 
should pay 10 sh. (or 5 sh., when of the second class) additional 
for every year of the difference, was re-affirmed ; but the entire 
arrangement was still considered a temporary one, to remain in 
force only for the next five years. The Brethren knew that they 
must learn by experience. 

The status of the Society at the close of the first five gtatus 
years of its existence will be seen from the following in me. 
table : 

Members. Widows. Capital. Dividends. 
January 1771 110 none £925 b " 1772 124 1 1353 b 

p 
1773 147 2 1564 p 
1774 152 6 1752 ^ 
1775 157 6 1932 S 
1776 155 8 2011 " 

Of the one hundred and fifty-five members on January 1, 1776, 
one hundred and twenty-seven belonged to the first, and twenty- 
nine to the second class. As there were but eight widows, and the 
capital brought an interest of about £1 20, there seemed to be no 
direct necessity for either increasing the entrance-fee, or for paying an 
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annual contribution; but the Brethren of the Society had 
sufficient forethought to provide for future necessities, and well it 
was that they did so. 

SECOND PERIOD. 
THE TIME FROM 1776 TO 1816. FORTY YEARS OF PLODDING 

AND PATIENT LABOR. 

The Révolu- The premonitions of the first storm which the good 
tionary war. ship of the Brethren's Widows' Society encountered on 
its voyage, came down upon them during the Revolutionary War. 
Our Brethren, as is well known, did not greet the dawn -of 
American Independence with special joy or enthusiasm. Not that 
they were Tories ; they had the welfare ot the country at heart, 
but they considered it their first duty to obey the powers that be. . 
Two days before the declaration of Independence, on July 2, 1776, 
the usual half-yearly meeting was held, but it was particularly 
short, and without any sign of special enthusiasm for the dawn of 
Liberty. 

At the January meeting of 1777, the only remark in reference 
to the political events of the time, found in the minutes, is the 
following: " Itjbeing impossible at present to put money on interest, 
new members will give their notes on demand, instead of paying 
cash." We must remember that, in the month of December of 
1776, the Army Hospital with two hundred and fifty sick and 
wounded, was established at Bethlehem, and remaioed there for 
several months. During the first six months of that year, seven 
new widows were added, and by January, 1778, the Society had 
fifteen annuity-widows of the first class and three of the second, in 
all eighteen. In view of this fact, it was resolved, 

1. To lower the annuities from ¿615 and £7 }Qs. to £12 and £6 
respectively, as provided in § 13 of the Constitution. 

2. To increase the ordinary half-yearly contribution by 1 sh. 6d. 
or 9 d. respectively, for every member of the Society ; with 
the prospect that this increase of the annual contributions 
would be necessary for a number of years to come. 

From other sources we learn that, during the last three months 
of the year 1777, the town of Bethlehem sacrificed ¿Ê1500 for the 
American army, and that, by the end of the year, seven hundred 
of the sick and wounded were brought to Bethlehem, of whom 
nearly three hundred died in the course öf the Winter. 
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By January of 1780, it was found that the number of Oradation 
widows entitled to an annuity had increased to twenty- of ages. 
seven, while the membership had decreased from one hundred and 
fifty-seven to one hundred and thirty-six. It then became plain 
that it would again be necessary to increase the extraordinary an- 
nual assessment by a considerable amount, in order to meet the 
demands required for annuities. To avoid this difficulty, it was 
proposed to raise the additional amount by charging higher en- 
trance-fees for new members. Hence different grades, according to 
the age of the applicant, were proposed and accepted. New members 
of the first class were required to pay the following amounts : 

Those between the age of 20-30 . . . <£15 
" " 30-35 . . 16 
" " 35-40 . . .17 

« 40-45 . . 18 
•< 45-50 . . . 20 

" " 50-55 . . 23 
:' " 55-60 . . .28 

The provision, in all these cases, was that the wife of the 
applicant be not more than four years younger than himself. In 
case she were more than four years younger than her husband, it 
was resolved unanimously, that an additional payment be de- 
manded, according to the following scale: 

If 4-5 years younger. .... 20s. 
" 5-6 " . . <£ 2 
" 6-7 " .... 3 
« 7-8 ... 4 
" 10-11 " .... 7 
" 13-14 " ... 10 
" 15-16 " .... 14 
" 18-19 " ... 20 
" 19-20 " . . . .22 

These requirements, surely, made it desirable for a Brother who 
intended to take to himself a better half, to first ask the delicate 
question about her age, before he asked another more important 
question. 

Finally that unfortunate § 11, relating to the remarry- Article 
ing of a widower, was again attacked. All new mem- и abolished. 
bers received since 1773, had been deprived of the privilege, which 
it granted to those who had joined the Society previous to that 
date; Now it was resolved to rescind it altogether, as being "very 
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detrimental to the success of the Society." But, as the old mem- 
bers of the Society could only be deprived of their right to remarry 
without paying a new entrance- fee, if they voluntarily resigned 
this privilege, and thus consented to be placed on an equal footing 
with those who had joined after 1773, it was resolved to draw up 
an agreement to this effect, and to request the old members to sign 
it. Among Brethren such proceedings were permitted, and at the 
next meeting it was reported that the agreement had been signed 
by the Brethren, " with the exception of a few." 

Lack of ^ne JanuaiT Meeting of 1781 is the first meeting of 
Funds, nei. which it is reported that it was opened by the singing 

of a hymn. Whether this had been done from the beginning and 
had merely not been mentioned in the record, before this time, or 
whether the Brethren felt that harder times were coming, and that 
they needed a special blessing to help them through the coming 
struggle, we cannot decide. At the next meeting, the wish was 
expressed that members of the Society should not frighten away 
new applicants, by telling them of the high contributions which 
they would be expected to pay, but should, as much as possible, 
encourage young couples to join the Association. 

In the same year a special meeting was called, at which the 
Stewards or Directors communicated the following facts : Of the 
capital stock, amounting, in all, to <£2276, the largest portion, viz. 
X2110, was in the hands of the Brethren Nath. Seidel, the Proprie- 
tor, and H. С von Schweinitz, the Administrator, in trust for the 
Bethlehem "Diacony." The Diacony acted nobly towards the 

Society, as, according to law, it might have paid its debt in "Con- 

gress money," but had preserved the capital of the Society at its full 
value, and had also paid the interest regularly to the day, "which 
is not customary in this country/' says the record. Nevertheless 
the Stewards had asked the Diacony to pay, in the future, 6 per 
cent, interest on this capital, instead of 5 per cent, as heretofore, but 
this request had been refused. Now it would require £157 to 

pay a semi-annual dividend of £6 to twenty-two widows of the 
first class, and of £3 to five widows of the second, whereas the 
cash on hand amounted to but £57. Hence £100 would have to 
be raised by contributions, and it was to be expected that many of 
the members would rather leave the Society, than go on in this 
manner. The only way out of the difficulty seemed to be, to "have 
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the articles of the constitution altered, as a similar institution in 
England, viz. the Brethren's Widows' Society in London, had 
already done. 

It was, therefore, proposed to have the annual con- No Fixed 
tribution fixed, without regard to the number of Ашшшев. 
widows to be provided for, and to distribute the amount thus 
raised together with the interest of the capital. This proposition 
seemed very acceptable indeed, provided the widows were willing 
to consent to such an arrangement. The good Sisters were equal 
to the emergency, though it was no small sacrifice which they 
made. In reply to a letter from Bro. Ettwein, the President of 
the Stewards or Board of Directors, to a Sister Langgaard, the 
latter, in the name of the " Society- Widows ".of Bethlehem, declared 
that they were perfectly satisfied with any arrangement which the 
Brethren saw fit to make, if only the Society continued to exist. 
Bro. Ettwein also who, in that year, on the death of Bishop 
Nathanael Seidel, was appointed his successor, in a letter addressed 
to the General Meeting expressed himself as well pleased with this 
plan. Thereupon it was unanimously resolved to accept the above 
proposition, and the semi-annual contribution was fixed at 5 sh. 
for the first class and half that amount for the second. 

Accordingly at the July meeting of 1782 the half-yearly 
dividend for widows of the first class amounted only to £3 8s. Id. 
(about $9.15), and for widows of the second class to £1 14s. 3Jd. 
The Bethlehem Diacony, remembering that "a long pull and a 
strong pull and a pull altogether" was needed, now consented to 
pay 6 per cent, interest on the capital, "in the hope that other 
creditors would not make the same demand, as it was done with a 
real loss to themselves and merely out of compassion for the widows." 

A slight additional tax was imposed upon the members of the 
Society, in order to raise a compensation for the Treasurer. Up 
to that time the labor of keeping the accounts and writing the 
Minutes had been done altogether gratuitously. But as the new 
Treasurer, Bro. Hasse, complained that the work took up more of 
his time than he coujd well spare, since he was compelled to work 
for the support of his family, the Brethren thought it but fair for 
each member to pay a half-yearly contribution of 6d. and 3d. 
(second class), towards paying the Treasurer and furnishing the 
stationery. 
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Johndewatte- ^he January meeting of 1785 was honored by the 
viiie, 1785. presence of "our dear Bro. Johannes" (John de VVatte- 
ville) who had come from Germany on an official visit to the 
churches in America. After the singing of several '"Segens- Veise" 
he assured the Brethren of the pleasure which the Unity's Elders' 
Conference in Germany took in "this laudable and godly in- 
stitution." He said, they had thought from the beginning that 
the first plan of paying a fixed annuity could not be adhered to for 
any length of time, but hoped that the present arrangement*would 
work well, and that the widows had expressed themselves perfectly 
satisfied with the new plan. He wished the Society : God-speed ! 
Unfortunately, "because of the bad roads," only twenty-three 
members attended this meeting. This small attendance also pre- 
vented the Brethren present from making a contemplated change 
of the rules, in regard to the admission fee, since the constitution 
declared that "no very important matters shall be determined, if 
there be not, at least, twenty-five members present." January 
certainly was not a suitable month for holding the principal meet- 
ing, as bad roads during the winter, might, in the neighborhood 
of Bethlehem, be considered the rule rather than an exception* 
But to drop the January meeting altogether was not deemed de- 
sirable. Up to that time the election of officers to serve for the 
ensuing year had always been held in January; now it was resolved 
to hold the elections in July and at noonday, so that Brethren from 
Nazareth also might have an opportunity to attend and to cast 
their votes. 

no Grada- ^ne cnange contemplated at the January meeting, but 
tionofages. deferred until summer, had reference to the gradation 

of ages made in 1780. The Brethren seem to have been of the 
opinion that five years were long enough for one constitutional 
period, and that, at the end of every five years, a new experiment 
might be tried. Thus the gradation plan was now disapproved, 
and especially that portion which related to the additional pay- 
ment to be made in consequence of the difference of age between 
husband and wife. Why should the Society intrude into the 
privacy of family-affairs and inquire about the age of every Sister 
at the time of her marriage? No more questions of that kind 
were to be asked. All new applicants who were not above 45 
years of age should pay the sum of £15 for the first class, and 
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£7 10s. for the second, whether their wives were young or old; 
those above 45 years should pay 5s. (if of the first class) and 2s. 6d. 
(if of the second) additional for every year. Widowers, when marry- 
ing again should be required to pay <£1O for the first class and <£5 
for the second, additional entrance-fee. 

The principal' object in making these changes was, Decreasein 
evidently, to encourage new members to join the Society, members. 
With the rame purpose in view, it was resolved to prepare a short 
circular setting forth the principles and aims of the Association, 
which might be read in a special meeting of the married Brethren 
of Bethlehem, and a copy of which could be sent to Nazareth, 
Lititz, Hope (N. J.), and to Wachovia. The latter resolution was 
carried out, but it proved an unsuccessful attempt at making the 
Society more attractive, as was then supposed, " mostly o*n account 
of the scarcity of money." Indeed the membership constantly de- 
creased, while the number of the widows increased, as one after the 
other- of the first members of the Association departed. The 
following table will show the gradual decrease or increase during 
the fifteen years from 1777 to 1792: 

Members. Widows. Capital. Dividends. 
(First Class.) 

January 1776 155 8 £2011 £15 
1778 146 18 2170 12 
1780 136 29 2240 12 
1782 124 31 2276 15s 6 
1784 111 37 2311 15 5 15s 

July 1786 91 42 2331 15 5 6 
" 1788 86 39 2341 15 5 4 
" 1790 72 44 2356 15 4 16 6d 
" 1792 64 45 2518 12 4 14 4 

The foregoing statement shows that the capital of the Society in- 
creased but slowly. Within a period of sixteen years, from 1776- 
1792 only ¿C500 were added to the capital, while the number of 
widows increased by thirty-seven. The annuity accordingly de- 
creased from $40.00 in 1776 to about $12.60 in 1792, for the first 

class, and $6.30 for the second. The second class, by the way, 
had hardly any new accessions, and at the July meeting of 1791 it 
was reported that no new second class members were to be expected. 
Not discour- But tne Brethren did not lose courage, as we see from 

aged. the following items. In 1786, ten years after the De- 
claration of Independence, the July meeting was held on the 
Fourth of July. The minutes begin with the words, i'See the 
texts of the day," which, by referring to a copy of the Text-book 
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of that year, we find to read as follows : "Thou shalt be a crown 
of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand 
of thy God," (Isaiah lxii, 3.), and "A father of the fatherless and 
a judge (defender) of the widows, is God in His holy habitation." 
(Psalm lxviii, 5.) With regard to the election of officers the record 
merely says: " Es bleibt beim Alten," and then closes with these 
words: "In lieblicher Harmonie und mit dem Vers: Sprich ja 
zu unsern Thaten, wurde die Versammlung geschlossen." That 
was a Fourth of July celebration in the old Brethren's style ! 

In 1790 the Brethren received a timely encouragement in the 
shape of a legacy of ¿6100 currency, bequeathed by the departed 
Bro. Matthew Graeff, but unfortunately then equal in value to but 
¿610 2s. specie (?). 
The 2oth an- ^n ̂ и'У °^ 1791, it was remembered that the Society 

uiversary, 1791. was now twenty years old. Of the original seventy-four 
members who had formed the nucleus of the Society, thirty were 
still alive, but seven of them were widowers. At the close of the first 
teij years there had been twenty-seven widows; now there were 
forty-two, of whom twenty-five resided at Bethlehem. Twenty- 
one widows had departed, and eleven had remarried. The first 
widow, Sister Poppellwell, still enjoyed the benefit of the annuities, 
as she had done for the previous nineteen у oars. 

The Brethren resolved to celebrate the twentieth Anniversary of 
the Society by making a fresh effort at gaining new members. It 
was agreed to send a circular to all the congregations, which would 
explain what the Society was doing, and encourage the members of 
the Church to join it. This circular stated that, at that time, an 
annuity-widow received an annual dividend of about «£5, which 
would be equal to the interest of £ 100 at 5 per cent., while the 
premium or ad mission -fee, together with all the contributions, 
would scarcely ever reach the sum total of ¿660, as the amount 
paid in by any member of the Society. There could be no doubt, 
therefore, that it was a good investment which applicants for 
membership made; and it was worth while to join the Association, 
even if a man was not moved to do so by the unselfish desire to 
help along a good cause. 

In order to extend a special invitation "to younger members of 
the Church, the admission-fee, which in 1785 had been fixed at 
¿615 for all those whose age, at the time of admission, did not ex- 
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ceed forty-five years, was again lowered for younger applicants, 
viz. : Those less than thirty years of age would be required to pay 
¿CIO only, those between thirty and thirty-five £12 10s. and those 
between thirty-five and forty- five £15. 

As some Brethren objected J to the paying of annual J . , The annual 
contributions, the circular stated that, if 

. , 
any members contributions 

preferred to pay a certain fixed sum and nothing, more abohshed- 

afterwards, the Society was not disinclined to entertain «uch a 
proposition. Finally it was agreed that, if, within the next year,- 
ten new members could be gained, the regular contribution of 
members should be lowered from 5 sh. (first class) to 2 sh. 6d. half- 
yearly payment. In consequence of these milder conditions and of 
special efforts made by some of the members, the required ten new 
members actually applied and the contribution was accordingly 
lowered. One new member, Thomas Bartow of Philadelphia, was 
accepted on the terms that he would pay £5 5s. additional entrance- 
fee, instead of the usual annual contributions. In his case the sum 
total of his admission fee amounted to $60. When other members 
offered to do the same, it was resolved that any Brother, by paying 
«£5 additional, should be absolved from all further payments. 

Thus the Brethren, by their careful, conservative, and yet liberal 
and sensible way of proceeding, made another step in the direction 
of establishing the Society on its present solid foundation. They 
sowed the seed in faith and patient hope, though it was only the 
next generation that reaped the full harvest. 

For many years the membership, in spite of the hope- 
r i • i i ,-... ~ _. , . Hard times. ful r i increase during 

i the i 
years 17У1-92, 

,-... ~ _. 
constantly 

, 
de- 

creased, so that the number of widows, though it did not increase, 
became larger even than the actual membership, as the following 
figures will tell : 

Members. Widows. Capital. Dividends. 
July 1792 64 45 £2518 12s £4 14 4 " v 1794 59 48 2613 17 4d 3 17 6 or $10.33 " 1796 57 46 2632 2 4 10.70 " 1798 56 46 2813 2 4 11.00 " 1800 52 42 2838 2 4 12 25 " 1802 44 45 2882 2 4 12.12J " 1804 41 47 2953 2 4 11.25 " 1806 36* 43 3031 17 4 12.83 " 1808 32 39 3031 17 4 13.25 " 1810 27 34 3031 17 4 14 25 " 1812 23 34 3031 17 4 15.50 " 1814 25 32 $8427.90 17.25 
"; 1816 29 28 8973.01 19.75 

* All of the First Class. 
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In 1794 and 1795 the yearly dividend reached the lowest point; 
for it was less than <£4. Some Brethren proposed, as an extreme 
remedy, that no new members should be received, until a sufficient 
number of widows had died, to allow the annuity again to increase 
to the original amount of £15 or $40. This proposition was not 
accepted, though the time was approaching, when, without any 
such resolution being passed, no applications for admission were 
made. Other Brethren took a more hopeful view of the state of 
affairs. Bro. Klingsohr, one of the ministers of the Bethlehem 
congregation and himself a member, on different occasions, wished 
the Society a "blessed progress" (gesegneten Fortgang), in spite of 
the apparently hopeless condition. In reality there was no cause 
for despair, since the capital of the Society was unimpaired and the 
dividends were sure to increase, as the number of those between 
whom the interest was to be divided would grow less with every 
successive year. 
Someeneour- From time to time the fainting hopes of the despon- 
agement, 1797. dent were revived by new signs of life. Thus the year 
1797 brought an unexpected accession of six new members from 
Wachovia, whereupon the Brethren "thanked God and took 
courage;" for they closed the meeting by singing : "Kann man 
was Guťs thun, man thuťs gern, und dankt es unserm lieben 
Herrn." In this year also the nineteen members who attended 
the January meeting determined, that in the future they would 
have the half-yearly contributions collected on the day previous to 
the one on which the meeting was held, so that each member could 
be personally invited and urged to attend the General meeting. It 
was correctly presumed that, by showing more interest themselves, 
they might awaken more interest in others; From the year 1800 
on, the January meeting was dispensed with as being unnecessary, 
and but one regular meeting a year has since been held. 
The second A bout the same time the second legacy came into the 

Legacy. hands of the Society. Bro. Timothy Horsfield, a former 
member, who died in 1789, at the age of 81 years, had bequeathed 
£25 towards a new church-building in Bethlehem, with the pro- 
vision that, if the new church was not erected within ten years 
from the time of his death, the money should pass into the treasury 
of the Widows' Society. As the ten years had elapsed, and no 
new church had been built, the widows received the benefit of his 



OF BETHLEHEM. 77 

legacy. The total assets, including this legacy, then amounted to 
£2838, or about $7568.00; after all, an increase, during the last ten 
years of £500; for in 1789 it was only £2341. The reckoning 
according to the new monetary system of dollars and cents ap- 
pears, for the first time, side by side with pounds and shillings in 
1791, when Bro. Christian R. Heckewelder had been elected 
Treasurer. After the beginning of the present century the divi- 
dends were generally reckoned according to the new system, but 
in giving the assets of the Society the reckoning in pounds con- 
tinued until about, 1816. 

In 1805 four new recruits enlisted at the annual New 
meeting, viz., the Brethren David Bischoff, Abraham Members. 

Levering, Samuel Steup, and Matthew Eggert, whereat there was 
great rejoicing in the camp, and one of the new champions of 
widowhood was at once honored, by being elected one of the officers. 
The Board of Stewards or Directors elected or re-elected at that 
meeting consisted of the following Brethren : Treasurer and 
Secretary, J. F. Peter ; Stewards, H. Lindemeyer, Tobias Bœckel, 
Matthew Eggert, Joseph Horsfield, John Weiss all of Bethlehem, 
and J. Ljungberg of Nazareth. But such small, occasional additions 
could not make up for the continued thinning out of the ranks. 
In 1808, when there were thirty-two members and thirty-nine 
widows in charge of the Society, the Treasurer, Bro. J. F. Peter, 
was requested to write a brief essay or article setting forth the object 
and the principles of the Society, as had been done in 1785 and 
1791. Thereupon not only the Treasurer, but also the Brethren 
Joseph Horsfield and Eggert each wrote such án article, which it was 
proposed should be merged into one, and either read publicly, in a 
meeting of all the married Brethren, in the different congregations, 
or, if the ministers did not approve of this plan, circulated in 
Bethlehem and other Moravian settlements. As to the effect this 
circular had, we are not informed, but it certainly brought no 
great increase in membership. 

In 1809 there were only twenty -seven members, and Severe 
in 1812 the decline reach ed1 its lowest point with twen- struggle, шэ. 
ty-three members and thirty-four widows. The end of the Society 
seemed to be near at hand. The good ship, after many a brave 
struggle, was apparently completely ice-bound, and no open sea 
could be discerned. Was a ship with such a precious cargo to be 
abandoned ? 
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The Society had in its possession seven Bonds and a Deed of 
Mortgage from Bro. Seidel, amounting in all to £2100; also three 
Bonds with seven Additions, from Bro. John Schropp, (Warden of 
the Bethlehem Congregation from 1790 to 1805), amounting to 
£703; and one Bond, with one Addition, from Bro. Schropp's 
successor, Bro. Youngberg, amounting to £218; making a total 
of £3031. 

In 1809, the new Warden of the Bethlehem Diacony, Bro. 
Stadiger, declared that the Diacony could no longer afford to pay 
6 per cent, on this capital. But the representatives of the Widows' 
Society were not willing to give up. They resolved either to insist 
on the further payment of 6 per cent., or else to demand that the 
entire capital should be paid back at once. They knew well that 
the Diacony was not ready to pay the entire sum immediately; 
" but should the money be paid, it could be invested in bank 
shares, for instance in the bank which had just opened a branch at 
Easton." The Warden made another proposition, based upon the 
supposition that the Society was about to die out. He offered to 
pay 6 per cent, interest in case the capital was made over to him 
as a c< Leibrente" or life -interest, so that the interest would be paid 
to the Society, as long as any members of the Society , or their 
widows were living, but the capital itself would never be returned. 
This offer, however, was indignantly declined. The Society de- 
clared that, in the first place, at least 8 and not 6 per cent, interest 
ought to be given for money loaned on "life-interest," and that, in 
the second place, they would wait five or more years longer to see, 
whether the Association was actually going to die or not, before 
they accepted such a proposition. 
Fighting man- ^пе reason f°r the constant diminution in membership 
fuiiy, mi. must have been the general scarcity of money. At the 
beginning of 1811, the Stewards suggested that older members of 
the Society might assist their children in their efforts to buy a 
share in the Society, by giving their bond for such of them who 
entered the state of matrimony, instead of paying cash for them. 
They would then be required only to pay half-yearly interest on 
those bonds, until the principal itself was paid. It also happened 
about that time, that an aged brother, Philip Thomas^ on account 
of absolute poverty, became unable to pay his serai-annual contri- 
bution of three shillings (40 cents.) As the Brethren thought 
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it too hard, to exclude the old man from the Society simply be- 
cause he was too poor, they agreed that his dues should be paid for 
him on credit, and, after his death, be deducted from the annuity 
of his widow. A1 marginal note in the minutes seems to indicate 
that the Treasurer, Bro. Peter, really paid this money out of his 
own private means, and that the widow afterwards received her 
full annuity. The Treasurer's fee, at that time, amounted to about 
£2 or $5.33 per year. 

In 1812, the same year which saw the membership of the 
Society reduced to the smallest number it ever reached, viz., twenty- 
three, the oldest and first annuity-widow, Sister Eliza Poppellwell, 
died, after having enjoyed the benefits of the Society for fully forty 
yeiirs. By her death a landmark in the history of the Society was 
removed. 

A brighter time for the Association was coming, slowly Sign8Of new 
but surely. The ice which had held the vessel bound Hfe, 1812. 
for a number of years, broke at last, and in a few, years the good 
old ship was again able to hoist its sails on its voyage of beneficence. 
Not only came applications from four Brethren at once to become 
members, but in the next year, 1813, the minutes show decided 

signs of greater activity on the part of the Society. Bro. Matthew 

Eggert was elected Treasurer and Secretary. At a special meeting 
a committee of three was appointed, to look over the minutes from 
the beginning, for the purpose of making a compilation of all such 
additions and alterations of the rules, as had from time to time, 
been resolved upon ; which additions were to be printed and a 

copy of them handed to every member. The committee consisted of 
Bro. Owen Rice, jr., then a young man of 25'years, who had joined 
the Society a few days previously, Bro. Gebhard Cunow and the 

Secretary, Bro. Eggert. As it was found that several members 
had never signed the rules, the delinquents did so at once. Further- 
more it was resolved that the number of members present at the 
annual meetings should again be stated in the minutes ; for this 
also had been neglected for some time, no doubt, because sometimes 
so few attended that it did not seem worthwhile to record their 
number. At least at the July meeting oí 1814, when this new 
resolution went into effect, not more than ten members out of 

twenty-five were recorded as present. Finally it was determined 
that, in the future, the account of receipts and expenditures, to- 
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gether with the statement of the assets of the Society, should be 
written in a separate book, and not merely given in the minutes, 
as had been done previously. In consequence of the' increased 
labor imposed upon the member who held the office of both Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, the Society voted him an annual compensation 
of $10, in place of the shilling per member which he had formerly 
received. As the Brethren had, meanwhile, discovered that their 
rules, properly speaking, allowed no compensation to the Treasurer 
as such, these $10 were given him under the head of Secretary's 
fees. 

In 1815 the Society, for the third time, inherited a 
legacy, of £100, left by Bro Detmers, formerly a 

Warden of the Bethlehem Diacony and a member of the Society. 
His widow had received the interest of this legacy during the years 
that she lived after his death, and only after her decease was the 
amount paid over to the Widows' Society. This little legacy gave 
rise to a brief unpleasantness, the only thing of the kind which the 
history of the Society records. As the money was handed over 
nearly one year after the death of Sister Detmers, the Stewards 
thought that interest should be paid on it from the day of her 
death, but the executor, Bro. Cunow, was of the opinion that the 
year's interest belonged to the estate left by Bro. Detmers. At 
the next annual meeting the Brethren assembled, gave it as their 
general opinion that, according to the laws of the country, the in- 
terest ought to be paid, and delegated two of their Stewards, the 
Brethren Owen Rice and Steup to confer with Bro. Cunow and to 
come to an understanding. But Bro. Cunow did not yield his point, 
and, at the next meeting, the Brethren dropped the matter, " be- 
cause nothing more could be done." That the question was in 
some way settled to the satisfaction of the Society, appears from 
the fact that, at the following meeting, Bro. Cunow was elected 
one of the Stewards and received more votes than any of the other 
candidates elected. 

The attention of the members was now drawn to the 
Proposition 

to procure a important proposition made at this meeting, to have the 
charter. Society incorporated. It was stated that the capital 
now amounted to $8785.67, and that it was very desirable to pro- 
cure a charter, mainly because without such an incorporation there 
was danger of the property of the Society falling into the hands of 
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the State, in case the Society should cease to exist. This" the 
Brethren desired to prevent under all circumstances. But how 
different matters went than had been expected they would go ! 
When the Society was founded, it was declared that an incorpora- 
tion would be necessary, as soon as the membership had increased 
to two hundred. The Widows' Society had existed for forty-five 
years, without that event ever coming to pass, and now it was pro- 
posed to incorporate it, because there was danger of its dying out. 
This proposition to procure a charter, however, marks the beginning 
of a new period in the history of the Society. 

THIRD PERIOD. 
THE TIME FROM 1816 TO 1879. SIXTY-FOUR YEARS OF 

UNINTERRUPTED PROSPERITY. 

The third period of the Society's history may rightly 
be dated from the year 1816, not only, because the pro- 
position to have the Society incorporated was made in that year, 
but also, because ten Brethren from Lititz, besides several more 
from Bethlehem, applied for admission. This increase was not, as 
in former years, the result of a speciál and sporadic effort, but it 
marked the beginning of a regular, and at the same time, rapid 
growth, which continued for many years in succession. The fol- 
lowing table will show the increase during the first twenty years 
of the new era : 

Members. Widows Capital. Dividends. 
July 1816 29 28 $8,973.01 $19.75 " 1818 44 24 9,772.36 24.50 " 1820 63 19 11,103.74 27.00 " 1822 71 23 11,898.40 30.00 " 1824 81 22 12,739.40 37.50 " 1826 90 26 13,609.40 34.50 " 1828 95 31 14,260.40 31.00 " 1830 113 31 15,397.40 31.00 

*' 1832 117, 32 16,463.40 33.50 " 1834 124 37 17,855.40 33.00 " 1836 146 38 19,697.40 31.50 

This table reveals the following facts: The membership in- 
creased, within twenty years, from twenty-nine to one hundred 
and forty -six, while in consequence of the large accessions of 
mostly younger men, the number of widows increased but slowly. 
The capital was more than doubled within those twenty years, and 
the annuities, though varying somewhat in different years, were 
much larger, than they had been for a long time. 

6' 
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incor oration ̂Ъе all-absorbing subject of interest, during the first 
of the society, years of the new epoch, was the incorporation of the 
Society; so absorbing indeed that, for several years, in the minutes 
of the proceedings, not even the number of members nor the num- 
ber of the widows belonging to the Association are mentioned. 
But the Brethren were too cautious to precipitate their new plan. 
At the annual meeting of 1817, more than one year after this 
thought had first been ventilated, a vote was first taken on the 
question, whether the majority of the members really desired the 
incorporation. Twenty voted aye, and one, no. Thereupon a com- 
mittee was appointed, whose duty it should be to make the neces- 
sary preparations, particularly in the way of revising the articles 
and rules of the Society. 

Bro. O. Rice, who in 1813 had been requested to compile the 
additions to the original articles, had, for several years in succession, 
been unable to find the necessary time to do so. But now the 
Society was in earnest about it. The committee appointed, con- 
sisted of the Brn. J. F. Stadiger, Joseph Rice, Matthew Eggert, 
J. G. Cunow, and J. F. Rauch. 

In 1818 a number of special meetings of the Society were held, 
at which the articles of the constitution, as revised by the com- 
mittee, were read and discussed. The Brethren at Bethlehem and 
Nazareth at once signified their willingness to accept these revised 
rules, but the Brethren at Lititz desired to have several changes 
made in the wording of different articles, and Bro. Cunow declared 
himself willing to act as their advocate and to vote for them by 
proxy. 

The first question which had to be settled, was whether Bro, 
Cunow in voting should be allowed to cast one vote for each mem- 
ber from Lititz, viz., eleven votes in all, or whether he should only 
have one vote to cast for them all. The latter was decided upon. 
Then the new constitution was read. With regard to the title, 
the members at Lititz desired to have "The Widows' Society of 
Bethlehem" changed into "The Widows' Society, Members of the 
United Brethren of Pennsylvania" (?). But only three votes, be- 
sides the Lititz- vote, were in the affirmative, and seventeen in the 
negative. 

The different articles were one by one discussed, and some of 
them altered, the main interest being awakened bjr the contents of 
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that paragraph which now constitutes Article X., and which begins 
as follows: "It is unalterably and irrevocably decreed that if any 
unforeseen accident or other cause should ever occasion a dissolution 
of this Society/' etc. This "unalterable and irrevocable" was 
directed against any future propositions similar to that of taking 
the capital of the Society on " Léib- Rente." 

On the 4th of February the new constitution, as a whole, was 
adopted unanimously. A number of by-laws also were read and 
adopted at this meeting, though there were but seventeen members 
present. Then a lawyer, Mr. Sitgreaves, was consulted and, at his 
suggestion, some further additions and alterations were made. 

In 1819, the members of the Society living at a distance were 
requested to send a power of attorney, so that the new constitution 
might be signed in their name ; but propositions for new alterations 
were still discussed and sometimes adopted until the Spring of 
1821, when the Society was informed that its constitution, with 
several amendments made by the Legislature, had been adopted by 
both Senate and House, and that the Society was now incorporated. 
All further propositions for changes were then laid on the table. 
Mr. Sitgreaves made no charges for his services, and earned a 
hearty vote of thanks from the members of the Society. For pre- 
cisely fifty years had the Society been in existence, before it was 
incorporated. 

During the four years, while the negotiations for procuring a 
charter were in progress, a number of other changes took place. 
The Directors (as they were now styled) chosen in 1818 were 
the following : Joseph Rice, David Bischoff, Samuel Steup, John 
Schneider, Frederick Rauch, Christian Borhek of Bethlehem and 
Chas. Schropp of Lititz; Treasurer, J. H. Schulz; Secretary, 
Matthew Eggerfc; Auditors, Joseph Horsfield, J. F. Stadiger and 
Christian Eggert. The office of Secretary was now separated from 
that of Treasurer; the former received an annual compensation 
of $5, while the Treasurer was expected to be willing to do his 
work for nothing. 

It was proposed to have made for the Society a seal, A Seal for 
of the size of a Spanish dollar, with the inscription : the society. 
" The Widows' Society of Bethlehem," and further ornamented 
by the figure of a weeping woman under a willow-tree, to whom 
a man hands a gift; as a motto the reference, Job. xxix, 13. was 
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to be written on it. Bro. Samuel Reinke, then of Lititz, was the 
artist who executed this design. As to the material of which the 
seal should be made, the President of the Board of Directors, after 
making the necessary inquiry, reported that a seal of wood would 
cost $10, of metal $30, and of steel $100-$130, whereupon he was 
instructed to "have one made, but not of the most expensive 
kind." 
one admission ' *^ne 4.ues^0Dí now much admission-fee new members 
fee for au, ms. must pay, was, in 1818, settled definitely and to general 
satisfaction by the following resolution, " That, in the future, every 
applicant for membership, without regard to his own or his wife's 
age, shall pay $50, and nothing more thereafter." The few old 
members who at the time oí their admission had paid in less than 
$50 entrance-fee, were given the choice, either to continue paying 
their annual contribution or to pay what was wanting to make 
their admission-fee equal to $50. The only change which was 
afterwards made, in regard to this Article, was the resolution passed 
in 1824, that applicants who at the time of their application are 
above fifty years shall pay $1 additional for each year above fifty. 
New invest- With regard to the capital of the Society, in 1817, 

ment of capitai, the Directors stated that the bulk of it, viz., $8,100 
were still held by the Bethlehem Diacony, but that the mortgage 
originally given by Bro. Nathanael Seidel on 700 acres of land, as 
security for ¿61000, had become entirely void and without value, 
because of the many changes which had since been made in regard 
to this matter ; and the sums loaned to the Diacony at later times 
were not secured by any mortgage. Though the Brethren enter- 
tained not the least fear with regard to the safety of the investment, 
still it was thought that the time had come for investing the funds 
of the Society difieren tly. Several smaller sums had already been 
loaned to Bro. Owen Rice, who was then Treasurer of the Society 
of the United Brethren for Propagating the Gospel among the 
Heathen. In 1818, the Warden of the congregation, Bro. Stadiger, 
paid a bond of $1,032 with interest, and for this amount Easton 
Bank shares were bought at $32 per share. This, so far as we 
know, was the first investment in Loans and Stocks ever made by 
the Widows' Society. In May of 1819 Bro. Stadiger again paid 
$1,067.90, which were invested in United States' 6 per cent. Loan; 
and in July of the same year $1000 more, obtained from the ad- 
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mission-fees of new members, were invested in the sanie way. The 
Brethren were very anxious to buy no Loan or Stock above par, 
and it was agreed, at the General Meeting of 1819, that whenever 
Loans or Stocks had to be bought above par, they should be booked 
at par, and the difference be entered as "loss," but when bought 
below par, they should be booked as bought. In 1821, this United 
States Loan was sold, because it stood considerably above par,- and 
$2,400 were loaned out, on first mortgage, to Caspar Mayer, who 
owned three farms in the neighborhood of Bethlehem. In 1823 
and 1824» the Diacony paid off the rest of the capital loaned to it, 
amounting to $6000. This whole amount was loaned to Bro. 
Owen Rice, who gave for it the first mortgage on his mill- 
property. The proposition to invest at least a part of it in a 
United States7 Loan was rejected, because this Loan stood 4J per 
cent, above par, and the Brethren were unwilling to buy above par. 

After the Constitution of the Society had been revised, 
so that it seemed to allow of no further improvement, 
little of importance occurred in the history of the Association. In 
1821, Bro. Jacob Rice was elected Treasurer and gave a bond of 
security, with a penalty of $2400, for the faithful performance of 
his duties. He remained in this office until July 1842, without 
receiving or asking for any compensation. The Society prospered 
and everything worked smoothly. 

In 1825, a resolution was passed allowing European Brethren to 
become members of the Society, if at the time of their application, 
they were laboring as Missionaries in the West Indies, and at one 
time a great many Brethren from those Islands made application 
and were accepted. In 1836, even the Brethren in Germany ex- 
pressed a desire to be admitted. A letter was received from Bro. 
Samuel Reichel, requesting the Society, in the name of the General 
Synod assembled at Herrnhut, firstly, to allow all ministers of the 
Moravian church to join the Society ; and, if that was impossible, 
secondly, at least to assist them in investing their funds in America. 
The first request was declined ; with regard to the second, the 
advice was given to transact such business through the Adminis- 
tration of the Unity in America. 

The large accessions of new members, at first swelled AnnuitieR 
the dividends considerably and in 1825, the annuity varying. 
reached the snug sum of $38, But, when the number of widows 
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to be cared for, began again to increase, as several of the new 
members departed, the dividend decreased accordingly, and has 
fluctuated, ever since, between $20 and $40, according as there is a 
larger or smaller number of those among whom the dividend is to 
be divided. Occasionally also the resources for making up the 
dividend flowed more scantily, when " hard times" came. For in- 
stance, in the fall of 1839 the Easton Bank, which a late Treasurer 
styled " the hen that laid the golden eggs for the Society," declared 
no dividend at all, and in the spring of the following year a 
dividend of only 3 per cent. The consequence was that the funds 
at the disposal of the Treasurer, in that year, were considerably 
smaller than for several years previous. About the same time 
there must have occurred a remarkable scarcity of small change ; 
for the Directors felt compelled, for at least two years, to make 
the half-yearly dividend to be paid to every widow, exactly either 
$10 or $15, instead of $12 or $13, because no notes smaller than 
the value of $5 could be had. 

In 1842 the minutes state that, by great efforts and sacrifice of 
his own interests, the Treasurer had succeeded in obtaining $500 in 
Easton Bank notes, "and as it is not worth while, under the 
present circumstances to pay to the widows anything else but 
Easton Bank notes or silver, the Directors are compelled to limit 
the dividend to ten dollars for this time." 
Financiai ые- ^ re2L^ ^0SSí ^гош е^пег dishonesty or business failures, 
tory «mee 1840. was never experienced by the Society. In September, 
1843, Bro. O. Rice's mill was sold at sheriff's sale, but the pur- 
chaser, Mr. Unangst, at once paid $1,750, and the rest of the 
mortgage was paid off gradually. The bond given by the Treasurer 
at different times varied considerably in amount, according as the 
Board of Directors prescribed. Bro. W. Eberman, for instance, 
who was elected Treasurer in 1843, gave a bond for $3000; his 
successor, Bro. Matthew Krause, in 1847 gave a bond for only 
$500, but in 1849 increased it to $1000; in each case two of the 
Directors were the securities. At one time it was proposed to adopt 
a by-law to this effect : "The Treasurer shall execute a bond for 
an amount at least equal to the whole yearly income of dividends 
of stock and interest;" bui the present reading of this by-law: 
"for such an amount, as shall be deemed sufficient by the Board 
of Directors," prevailed, and several Treasurers have held this 
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office, without being required to give any such bond. At the last 
Annual Meeting, however, held July 3, 1879, it was resolved, 
" that the second Section of the By-La ws in regard to the Treasurer 
giving bond for the faithful performance of his duty, be enforced." 

Since the year 1847 the Treasurer again received an annual 
compensation or donation of $20, which, in 1867, was increased to 
$25, while the Secretaries, for a number of years, have rendered 
their services gratis. In 1860, the Constitution and By-Laws were 
once more revised by a committee and a new edition of the same 
printed. 

In 1876, the General Meeting instructed the Board of Directors, 
" as soon as practicable, to dispose of the Bank and Railroad stocks, 
and to invest the funds of the Society in first mortgage Bonds, the 
Directors to use their judgment, to make such transfers as advan- 
tageously for the income of the Society, as possible ;" and at a 
special meeting, convened in March, 1879, "the necessity of carrying 
out the aforesaid resolution was urged upon the Board of Directors 
and upon the Treasurer." This special meeting was called for the 
purpose of filling the vacancy caused by the departure of the late 
Treasurer, Bro. E. A. Frueauff, who served the Society from 1860 
to 1865 as Secretary, and during the years 1865-68 and 1875-79 
(January) as Treasurer. He was one of the most active officers 
and most zealous advocates, whose services the Society ever enjoyed. 

The progress which the Society made during the progreei Of 
forty-four years from 1836-79, may be seen from the the society. 
following table : 

Members. Widows. Capital. Dividends. 
July 1836 146 38 $19,697.40 $31.50 •' 1839 146 46 20,792.40 29.00 " 1842 151 53 21,609.40 22.00 " 1845 165 54 22,163.07 24.50 " 1848 169 60 23,169.07 2450 " 1851 175 68 24,541.07 23 00 " 1854 170 75 25,041.07 23.00 " 1857 180 70 26,054.07 26.00 " 1860 (?) 69 26,986.07 25.50 " 1863 173 65 27,424.07 27.00 44 1866 202 71 29,707.07 34.00 " 1869 (?) 60 30,936.15 40.00 " 1872 (?) 63 31,963.15 40.00 " 1875 225 73 83,996.15 40.00 " 1878 238 70 35,124.15 31.00 " 1879 230 75 35,274.15 34.00 

In this table the following facts may be worth special notice : 
The number of widows, during the last forty years, has nearly 
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doubled, but the capital also is nearly twice as large as it was in 
1836, so that the annual dividend has remained almost the same. 
The total of annuities paid, from 1836 to 1879, must be over 
$81)000. The membership has constantly increased until last 
year. From July 1878 to July 1879 but two new members were 
admitted. This fact is explained partly by the hard times, and 
partly by the establishment of the "Moravian Mutual Life In- 
surance Company," which demands an entraace-fee of but $6, while 
the Widows' Society's $50 seem, to many, a sum too large to invest 
at one time. But, surely, few societies may be found which demand 
only one payment of $50 and nothing more, and in return offer an 
annual dividend of from $30 to $40. 

A few years ago the Secretary received a letter from a good old 
Moravian Sister who, though she had never been married, asked, 
whether she might not be received into the "Widows' Society." 
She thought, if she paid her $50 or a little more, the Directors 
might assume that her husband had died recently, and as she was 
already sixty years old, they might grant her the benefit of the an- 
nuity for the few remaining years of her life ! This proposition 
could, of course, not be accepted ; but it is an instance of how much 
this institution is appreciated by people who are excluded from its 
benefits. 
The societ 'a On tne ̂  °^ Januarv> 1371, the Centennial of this 

centennia^isTi. small but venerable Society, was celebrated with a 
Lovefeast, to which the widows of the Society and all the members, 
together with their wives, were invited. The Society surely had 
ample cause for thanksgiving; for the Lord God has blessed this 
institution abundantly, and has made it a blessing to many. 

The total number of members who have joined the 
Widows' Society, from the time of its organization up 

to date, is seven hundred and twenty-seven. Of these, according 
to the official list of members as given in the miau tes, two hundred 
and fifteen joined during the first thirty years, from 1770-1800; 
again exactly two hundred and fifteen during the next forty years, 
from 1800-1840, and two hundred ninety-seven from 1840 to date. 
But the official list has omitted one name in 1770, because of the 
striking similarity which exists between the record of two different 
persons, viz., John Michler and John Wolfgang Michler. Both 

ente red on the same day, and both died in 1785, the one in June, 
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the other in October. John's wife was called Maria, and John 
Wolfgang's, Anna Maria, but Maria died in 1796 and Anna Maria 
in 1786. Apparently, in order to make up for this omission, 
during the last period, one name is entered twice, so that the total 
number of membership is not altered by these errors. 

Although sixty years have always been considered the limit of 
age, beyond which no applicants should be received, there is one 
case on record of a Brother who joined when seventy-seven years 
old, namely, Bro. С Frederick Kampmann, of Bethlehem, who 
signed the rules in September, 1823. The youngest member, Bro. 
Edward Rice, of Li titz, joined in 1834, at the age of twenty-one 
years. The veteran among the members of the Society now living, 
has been, for a number of years, Bro. Charles Tombler, who was 
admitted in 1824; the next oldest are Matthew Crist, and David 
Warner, who joined in 1828 and 1829. 

About sixty members are ministers or missionaries, in active 
service or retired. 

The total number of widows who have received annuities, since 
the organization of the Society, is three hundred and sixty-two, and 
twenty-four of them married again. As the total number of mem- 
bers of the Society who have departed this life, is seven hundred 
and twenty-seven less two hundred and thirty-one (the number of 
members now living), -that is, four hundred and ninety-six, it 
would seem that three hundred and sixty-two Brethren preceded 
their wives to eternity, while one hundred and thirty-four members 
died as widowers. At the present time, however, there are only about 
twelve widowers among the two hundred and thirty-one members 
living, while there are seventy-six widows entitled to a share in the 
dividends of the Society. 

The widow now living who has enjoyed the benefit of an an- 
nuity for the longest time, drew her first dividend in 1833, and 
has received to date $1360.00. Five others have received above 
$1000 each. The total amounts received by the seventy-one 
widows living in December 1877, since the departure of their 
husbands, aggregated $31,522.50. The grand total expended by 
the Society for annuities, from the time of its organization to the 
present day, is probably somewhat over $120,000. 

The present officers of the Widows' Society are the following : 
Directors- J. C. Weber, C. A. Luckenbach, H. B. Luckenbach, 
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Simon Rau, Christian C. Belling, William Leibert, Henry S. 
Krause ; Treasurer - Francis M. Rauch ; Secretary- Augustus 
Schultze. The members living on Dec. 31, 1879, according to 
localities, are divided as follows : 

BETHLEHEM: 
Charles F. Beckel, 
Augustus Belling, 
Christian H. Belling, 
Sylvester Belling, 

5 Augustus S. Bishop, 
Edwin P. Bishop, 
Gilbert Bishop, 
Ash ton С Borhek, 
Frederick R. Borhek, 

10 James T. Borhek, 
Morris A. Borhek, 
Cyrus E. Breder, 
С Otto Brunner, 
William Chapman, 

15 Henry G. Clauder, 
Matthew Crist, 
Daniel Desh, 

. W. Emil Doster, 
Herman A. Doster, 

20 Charles H. Eggert, 
J. F. Erwin, 
Ambrose J. Erwin, 
Louis Eysenbach, 
Theodore O. Fradeneck, 

25 Henry Fuehrer, 
Josiah George, 
Francis A. Gerstner, 
Lewis A. Gerlach, 
Orville A. Greider, 

30 M. Eugene Grunert, 
Henry P. Hamman, 
Nicholas Hauck, 
Edward Jacobson, 
Maurice C. Jones, 

35 Edwin G. Klose, 
Edward T. Kluge, 
Cornelius M. Knauss, 
Jacob Kratzer, 
Cornelius W. Krause, 

40 Frank J. Krause, 
Henry S. Krause, 
Levin J. Krause, 
J Samuel Krause, 
С. Edward Китщег, 

45 Bernhard E. Lehman, 
Augustus H. Leibert, 
Richard W. Leibert, 
William Leibert, 
F. W. Lelansky, 

50 C. A. Luckenbach, 
David O. Luckenbach, 
John Edward Luckenbach, 
Edward H. Luckenbach, 
Henry B. Luckenbach, 

55 Francis E. Luckenbach, 
Jacob Luckenbach, 
James S. Luckenbach, 
Reuben О. Luckenbach, 
Edward T. Meyers, 

60 John M. Miksch, 
B. Franklin Neisser, 
Albert L. Oerter, 
Edmund A. Oerter, 
Lawrence F. Oerter, 

65 G. W. Perkin, 
C. Edward Peysert, 
Robert Rau, 
Simon Rau, % 
Ambrose H. Rauch, 

70 С. W. Rauch, 
Francis M. Rauch, 
Reuben S. Rauch, 
G. Herman Reck, 
Joseph A. Rice, 

75 W. Th. Rœpper, 
Ambrose Rond thaler, 
Augustus Schultze, 
Henry A. Shultz, 
Edmund de Schweinitz, 

80 Robert de Schweinitz. 
Henry Shelly, 
Abraham S. Schropp, 
Jacob F. Siegmund, 
Charles C. Tombler, 

85 Joseph H. Trseger, 
Josiah Transue, 
Benjamin Van Kirk, 
J. O. Weber, 
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Edwin P. Wolle, John Wœrner, 
90 Francis Wolle, Herman Yost, 

Theodore F. Wolle, 94 Samuel Yost. 

NAZARETH: 

Henry T. Bachman, Gustav A. Kern, 
Jacob H. Beck, C. F. Kluge, 
Josiah О. Beitel, Eugene Leibert, 
John F. Beitel, J. C. Leibfried, 

5 Henry J. Bardill, 15 Levin F. Leibfried, 
Jojm C. Brickenstein, Abraham Lichtenthaeler, 
Richard B. Crist, William L. Lennert, 
C. R. Hœber, Edmund Ricksecker, 
Edward E. Hœber, John T. Warman, 

10 C. F. Hartman, 20 David Warner. 

LITITZ: 
Abraham R. Beck, George W. Hepp, 
Herman A. Brickenstein, M. T. Huebner, 
David Brunner, Obad iah T. Huebner, 
F. W. Crist, Ferdinand D. Rickert, 

5 Jacob Diehm, 15 Henry Regennas, 
J. F. Fett, Alexander Sturgis, 
George T. Greider, John Souders, 
Samuel E. Grosh, H. H. Tschudy, 
Adam H. Hambright, Jacob Weitzel, 

10 Allan Hamilton, 20 Nathaniel S. Wolle. 

LANCASTER : 
William N. Amer, Charles H. Kryder, 
Henry Blickensderfer, William E. Kreider, 
Abraham T. Beam, 6 Oliver T. Sturgis. 

PHILADELPHIA : 
Edwin M. Boring, Charles Klose, 
Alfred С Crist, Joseph H. Kummer, 
J. Max Hark, Isaac L. Ritter, 
Francis Jordan, Henry W. Rupp, 

5 John W. Jordan, 10 Massa M. Warner. 

PENNSYLVANIA- {Scattered.) : 
Frank C. Stout, Audenried; 10 J. F. Frueauff, Columbia; 
Charles W. Sturgis, Lewisburg ; Samuel C. Wolle, Hokendauqua; 
Clement L. Reinke, Emmaus ; Lewis F. Kampmann, York ; 
G. Henry Tombier, Èaston; John Evaus, Wilkes-Barre ; 

5 James Henry, Schœneck; С. W. Cooper, Pittsburg; 
John J: Regennas, Schœneck; 15 J. Augustus Beck, Harrisburg; 
Joseph J. Albright, Scranton ; Jas. H. Wilhelm, Mauch Chunk; 
John Grseff, Lebanon ; Jacob B. Staufer, Manheim; 

Philip F. Rommel, Hopedale. 
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NEW YOEK: 

William A. Lilliendahl, Gerhard Wessels, 
Amadeus A. Reinke, W. H. Rice, Brooklyn. 

NEW JERSEY: 

Philip H. Gapp, Egg Harbor; John C. Israel, Palmyra.- 

OHIO: 

Jacob Blickensderfer, Charles Siewers, 
Joseph J. Ricksecker, Henry J" Van Vleck. 

INDIANA : 

James A. Buttner, Hope; Edward O. Weinland, Hope; 
Francis R. Holland, Hope; C. Edward Tombler, Evansville; 
Edward J. Regennas, Hope ; Ferd. G. Lennert, Indianapolis. 

MARYLAND: 

Lewis P. Cle well, Graceham. 

NORTH CAROLINA- (Wachovia): 

Henry T. Bahnson, 10 Edward Rondthaler, 
Traugott Christ, Lewis C. Rights, 
John A. Friebele,* Elias Schaub, 
John W. Fries, John D. Siewers, 

5 Eugene P. Greider, Nathaniel Siewers, 
John W. Hunter, 15 D. Z. Smith, 
R. Parmenio Leinbach, С. F. Sussdorf, 
Alexander Meinung, William T. Vogler, 
Francis W. Meiler, 18 J. Theophilus Zorn. 

* Now in Texas. 

ILLINOIS- ( WestSalem and Olney.) : 

David Müller, John H. Smith, 
Gottlieb F. Oehler, 5 Elisha W. Shields, 
Benjamin Ricksecker, Herman J. Tietze, 

William 0. Tietze. 

WISCONSIN : 
A. M. Iverson, CL F. Plessing. 

MINNESOTA : 
Theodore Sonderman, William H. Oerter, Chaska. 

L. Oliver Tombler. 

IOWA: 
James B. Haman, Robert W. Herbst. 
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KANSAS: 

Herman Ruede, Samuel Weinland, 
Henry E. Weinland. 
CALIFORNIA : 

Gustav Adolph Reich. 

WEST INDIES AND EUROPE: 
John Elliott, Edwin E. Reinke, 
John L. Hasting, Benjamin Romig, 
G. H. Hanna, Bernh. R. M.deSchweinitz, 
А. С Morrish, Jafties Turner, 

5 R T. Niebert, 10 Samuel L. Thaeler, 
j. F. Wedemann. 



APPENDIX I. 

A LIST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE WIDOWS' SOCIETY OF BETH- 

LEHEM FROM ITS ORGANIZATION IN 1770 UP TO 
DECEMBER 31ST, 1879. 

[The Christian and family names are generally given as the 
members themselves wrote them in signing the Constitution. The 
list is as complete as could be made from the extant sources. In 
the case of th'e earlier members who died widowers, the year of 
departure is, as a rule, not known.] 

I. -ORIGINAL MEMBERS. 
Date, of Signing. Name. ^пстаатшГ*' Departed. 
1770, Nov. 27, Andreas Albrecht, 52, Bethlehem, Pa., 1802, April 19. 

Abraham Andreas, 45, " 1802, Oct. 26. 
Andrew the Negro, 40, " 1779, April 13. 
Philip Christian Bader, 55, " 1797, Mar 15. 
Henry Ferdinand Beck, 60, " 

1783, Jan. 14. 
Joackim Birnbaum, 56, " 

1788, June 22. 
George Fr. Bœckel, 54, " 

1780, Oct. 21. 
Tobias Bœckel, 30, " 1815, Sept, 29. 
Francis Bœhler, 48, " 1806, June 4. 
John Brandmiller, 66, " 

1777, Aug. 16. 
Ephraim Colver, junr., 27, " 1775, Mar. 24. 
Ferdinand Detmers, 52, " 

1801, Aug. 21. 
David Digeon, 48, " 

1777, April 7. 
Christian Eggert, 56, " 

1780, April 15. 
John Ettwein, 49 u 

1802, Jan. 2. 
Thomas Fischer, 58, " 1784, Jan. 24. 
Valentine Führer, 46, " 1808, Jan. 12. 
Hector Gambold, 51, " 1788, Nov. 10. 
Nicholas Garrison, senr. 69, " 

1782, Sept. 24. 
Michael Haberland, 72, " 1782, June 3. 
Jacob Hafher, 61, Christiansbrunn, 1773, Feb. 16. 
Matthias Hanke, 63, Gnadenthal, 1785, Jan. 3. 
John G. Hartman, 47, "  
John Valentin Haidt, 70, Bethlehem, Pa., 1780, Jan. 18. 
Christian Hornig, 47, " 

1812, Aug. 11. 
Timothy Horsfield, junr., 38, " 1789, April 11. 
George Huber, 52, " 1790, May 9. 
Ludwig Hübner, 53, " withdrewl776. 
Kobert Hussey, 57, « 1775, July 8. Just Jansen, 51, " 1790, June 28. 
J. George Jungman, 50, " 1808, July 17. 
George Klein, 65, " 1783, July 21. 
Henry Krause, 53, " 

1792, April 28. Chr. Otto Krogstrupp, 56, " 1785, Oct. 10. 
Daniel Kunkler, 51, « 1777 Oct. 9. 

(96) 
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n . , „. ,T Age y and Residence. _ , - Date n . of , Signing. „. Name. ,T Age y 
whm admitted_ 

Residence. 
Departed. 
_ , - 

1770, Nov. 27. Gottlieb Lange, 54, Bethlehem, Pa., 1791, Nov. 8. 
Franz Christian Lembke, 66, " 1785, July 11. 
John Michler, 49, " 1785, June 19. 
John Wolfgang Michler, 55, " 1785, Oct 5. 
Michael Miksch, 60, Gnadenthal, -  
Joseph Möller, 57, Bethlehem, 1778, Feb. 8. 
Peter Mordieck, 54, Gnadenthal, withdrewl777. 
Paul Münster, 54, Bethlehem, 1792, Oct. 14. 
George Neisser, 55, " 1784, Nov. 1. 
Joseph Neisser, 47, " 1793, June 25. 
David Nitschmann* 72, " 1772, Oct. 8. 
John Francis Oberlin, 38, "  
Christian Fr. Oerter, 54, " 1793, April 29. 
John Fr. Otto, 58, Nazareth, 1779, Dec 31. 
J. Matthew Otto, 56, Bethlehem, 1793, April 29. 
Frederick Peter, 63, Nazareth, 1791, April 29. 
Kichard Popellwell, 52, Bethlehem, 1771, Nov. 11. 
Joseph Powell, 59, " 1774, Sept. 23. 
John Kothe, 44, " 1791, July 22. 
Audolph Eusmeyer, 55, " 1797, July 4. 
J. Nicholas Schaefer, 48, Nazareth, 1783,  
John Jacob Schmick, 56, Bethlehem, 1778, Jan. 28. 
Anton Schmidt, 45, " 1793, Mar. 15. 
Johann Schmidt, 52, Nazareth, 1786, Feb. 17. 
Friederich Schmidt, 45, Bethlehem, 1805, Oct. 11. 
Andreas Schober, 60, " 1792, July 14. 
Nathanael Seidel, 52, " 1782, May 17. 
J. Matthaes Spohn, 59, Christiansbrunn, 1781, July 15. 
J. George Stoll, 53, Bethlehem, 1801, Mar. 10. 
Ludwig Stoz, 60, " 1782, Aug. 16. 
Christian Stoz, 59, Christiansbrunn,  
Amadeus P. Thrsene, 52, Bethlehem, 1776, April 19. 
Jacob Till, 57, " 1783, Jan. 28. 
Andreas Weber, 51, " 1784, May 11. 
Matthias Weiss, 61, " 1795, Nov. 4. 
John Nich. ̂ Yeinland, 64, Gnadenthal, 1777, Jan. 27. 
J. J. Wiesinger, 55, Bethlehem, 1790, ' Aug. 21. 
G. Stephen Wohlson, 63, Gnadenthal, 

'  
Peter Worbasse, 48, Bethlehem,  

1770, Dec. 15. Samuel Herr, 54, " 1773, Feb. 24. 
John George Grün, 48, ". 1796, June 5. 

1770, Dec. 19. Jacob Dickert, 30, Lancaster,  
Jacob Franck, 56, " 1787, April 13 
George Graff, 68, " 1777, Mar. 16. 
J.Christoph Hayne, 55, " 1781, Jan. 11. 
William Henry, senr., 41, " 1786, Dec. 15. 
Marcus Jung, 65, " withdrewl781. 
George Schenk, 61, " 1777, April 6. 
Philip Thomas, 36, " 1815, Nov. 20. 
Jacob Vetter, 61, " 1777, June 13. 
John Hopson, 50, " 1784,  
Claus Cœlln, 46, Lititz, 1806, April 6. 
Heinrich Haller, 51, "  
Andreas Horn, 53, " 1786, Nov. 14. 
Jasper Payne, 62, " 1779, July 3. 

* According to the Journal of the Society, David Nitschmann was born in 1698, while on his 
tombstone in the Bethlehem Cemetery 1696 is marked as the year of his birth In this case, as in 
several others where the date of departure was doubtful, we have followed the authority of the 
Joiirn&l. 
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'..«.. __ Age » and Residence л , л Date of Signing. Name. __ » 
whm admitted. Departed. л , л 

1770, Dec. 19, Martin Ebert, 46, Yorktown, Pa., withdrew 1784, 
George Gump, 61, " 1792, Sept. 7. 
John Heckendorn, 54, " 1788. July 12. 
Franz Jacob Miller, 51, " withdrewl774. 
Joseph Schank, 52, " 1789, Nov. 7. 
J. Christoph Franck, 59, Bethlehem, Pa., 1782, Aug. 22. 
B. Adam Grube, 55, " 1808, Mar. 20. 
MatthueusG. Hehl, 65, " 1787, Dec 4. 
Andreas Langgaard, 58, " 1777, Mar 21. 
John George Nixdorf, 70, " 1785, Sept. 29. 
Gottfried Rœsler, 59, " 1776, Jan. 6. 
John Schweisshaupt, 49, " 1808, Nov. 15. 
J. Michael Zahm, 52, íť 1787, Dec. 30. 

Dec. 24, Jacob Lcesch, 48, " 1782, Nov. 8. 
Dec. 27, J. Gottfried Rœmelt, 58, " 1799, July 12. 

Gottlieb Berndt, 5*2, Nazareth, 1772, Mar. 16. 
Dec. 28, Heinr Lindenmeyer, 42, Bethlehem, 1817, Jan. 20. 
Dec. 31, Adam von Erd, 48, " 1794, Mar. 14. 

1771, Jan. 1, Edward Thorp, 49, li 1797, July 31. 
William Edmonds, 62, Plainfield, withdrewl773. 

IL- ADMITTED MEMBERS. 
AJ ... . „ Age and Residence _ Admitted. AJ ... . Name. „ 

when admitted. Departed. 
_ 

1771, Jan. 2, Christian Gregor, 49, Bethlehem, 1801, Nov. 6. 
Johannes Loretz, 63, " 1798,  
J. George Engler, 32, " 1775, June 2. 
Ludwig Weiss, 53, Philadelphia, 1796, Oct. 21. 

May 28, George Schlosser, 56, u  
Henry Miller, 69, " 1780,  
Paulus Tiersch, 43, Bethlehem, 1774, Oct. 16. 
H. C. A. von Schweiniz, 30, " 1802, Feb. 26. 
Nicholas Garrison, junr., 45, Philadelphia,  
N. Jacob Sangerhausen, 70, Bethlehem, 1785, May 19. 

July 2, Jeremias Dencke, 45, " 1795, May 28. 
J. George Schnell, 58, Nazareth, 1783, Dec. 15. 
Gottlieb Fockel, -, Wachovia, N C, 1778, Dec. 17. 
J. Wm. Werner, 49, Lititz, 1787, June 24. 

1772, Jan. 7, J. Michael Graff, 57, Bethabara, N. C, 1782, Aug. 29. 
Christoph Kühnast, 58, 

"  :  
Jacob Kapp, 42, "  
Gottfried Aust, 49, Salem, N. C, withdrewl778. 
Jacob Bonn, 38, " 

1781, Oct 31. 
Jacob Meyer, 47, " 1800, Aug. 26. 
С Gottlieb Reuter, 54, " 

1777, Dec. 30. 
J. G. Schmidt, 52, "  
Daniel Schnepf, 54, "  
Richard Utley, 52, " 

1775, Oct. 9. 
J. Theobald Korn man, 50. Bethlehem, 1805, Aug. 1. 
J. Carl S. Weinecke, 39, " 

1811, Jan 22. 
Francis Thomas, 39, " 

1822, April 4. 
John C.Hasse, 31, " 1797, June 24. 
Matthaes Kremser, 48, "  -  
Timothy Horsfield, senr , 63, " 1773, Mar. 9. 
William Bœhler, 46, " 

1806, April 11. 
John Peter, 42, Philadelphia, 1793, Oct. 10. 
Daniel Neupert, 67, Nazareth, 1788, Jan. 3, 

7 
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A , ',л± , „ Age " and Residence _ A , 
Admitted. 
A , ',л± , Name. „ Age " 

when admitted. 
Residence 

Departed. 
_ A , 

1772, Jan. 7, J. H. Merk, 53, Lititz, excluded 1773. 
July, 7, Frederick Leinbach, 34, GreenPd in Jersey,  

Gottfried Schulze, 54, Nazareth, 1779, IVI ay 30. 
Robert Ears, 76, Hebrpn, 1776, Dec. 26. 

1773, Jan. 5, John Andrew Borheck, 46, Bethlehem, 1791, May 14. 
Christian Giers, 48, " 

1797, June 5. 
Leonhard Knauss, 28, " 1823, May 14. 
George Schindler, 45, " 1809, Mar. 16. 
John Lischer, 53, Nazareth, 1782, May 11. 
Heinrich Miller, 48, " 1779, Nov. 13. 
Michael Ruch, 46, Christiansbrunn, 1797, May 9. 
George Schneider, 56, Nain, 1773, Oct. 9. 
Peter Ricksecker, 62, Lititz, 1778, Feb. 9. 

July 2, Frederick Unger, 44, Philadelphia, 1779, April *Л 
John Jacob Christ, 32, Nazareth, 1805, April 2. 
Rudolph Strehle, 61, Bethlehem, 1794, July 25. 

1774, Jan. 4, J. Philip Stœhr, 57, Lebanon, 1781, Aug. 22. 
Matthaeus Stach, 62, Bethabara, N. O., 1787, Dec. 21. 
Ludolph G. Bachhof, 63, Friedberg, 1776, Sept. 21. 
Henry Van Vleck, 51, New York, 1785, Jan 25. 

July 5, J. Daniel Sydrich, 47, Greenland, N J., 1790, May 22- 
August Schlœsser, 47, Nazareth, 1792, May 3. 
Israel Horsfield, 32, Newport, 1801, Nov. 21. 
John Merk, 50, Bethlehem, 1796, Dec. 18. 

1775, Jan. 3, Samuel Mau, 56, " 1783, July 9. 
John Adolph Meyer, 60, Philadelphia, 1781, Oct. 7. 
Melchior Christ, 40, Nazareth, 1806, Feb. 24. 
John Peizel, 62, Yorktown. Pa.,  
Ewald Gustavus Shaukirk,49, New York, 1805, Mar. 19. 

July 4, Nicholas Lorenz Bage, 43, Salem, 1789, June 20. 
George Pitschman, 61, Bethlehem, 1789, May 20. 

1776,. Jan. 2, Michael M œhring, 36, Nazareth, 1796, April 30. 
July, 2, John L'Joungberg, 39, " 1808, Sept. 13. 

James Hall, 51, Bethlehem, 1783, July 9 
John Muschbach, 36, Hope, N. J.,  
Daniel Hauser, 32, «• 1812, May 19. 
Samuel Fockel, 57, Lititz, resigned 1789. 

1777, Jan. 14, David Tanneberg, 48, "  
J. George Geitner, 61, " 1818, Feb. 28. 

July 1, Joseph Otto, 32, Nazareth, 1820, Feb. 2. 
1778, Jan. 13, John Dealing, 30, Philadelphia, 1785, Sept. 10. 

July 7, J. Jacob Ernst, 48, Bethania, N. C, 1802, Dec. 4. 
1779, Feb. 10, Hans Jacob Schneider, 48, Hope, N. J.,  

July 6, Hermanus Lœsch, 53, Friedensthal, 1791, April 8. 
1781, July, Philip Jacob Reizenbach, 56, Bethlehem, 1802, Sept. 22. 
1782, Jan. 8, C. Frederick Beutel, 29, "  

С. Renatus Hecken welder,31, " 1803, Jan. 31. 
William Henry, junr., 24, Nazareth, 1821,  
Conrad Gerhard,' -, Bethlehem, (?)  

1789, July 7, Nicholas Schneckenburger,44, Antigua, W. I., 1794, Nov. 5. 
1790, July 6, August Klingsohr, 44, Bethlehem, 1798, Nov. 5. 
1791, Jan. 4, Godfrey Haga, -, Philadelphia, 1825,  

July 5, John Schropp, 40, Bethlehem, 1805, July 4. 
1792, Jan. 3, С Gotthold Reichel, 40, Nazareth, 1825, April 18. 

Jacob Eyerie, junr., -, 4< 1800, May 11. 
John Beutel, -, " 1840, Sept, 27. 
Jacob Rubel, 66, Bethlehem, 1813, Sept. 6. 

July 3, Thomas Bartow, -, Philadelphia, 1793, Jan. 26. 
Frederick Blum, 51, Hope, N. J., 1813, Feb. 1. 
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1792, July 3, John Weiss, 43, Bethlehem, Pa., 1814, July 4. 
George Weiss, 33, " 1811, Aug. 31. 
Joseph Horsfield, 40, " 1834, Sept. 9. 
Ludwig Meinung, 49, Salem, N. С,  

1796, Jan. 5, John F. Mcehring, 58, Oldman's Creek, 1804, April 11. 
July 5, Jacob Van Vleck, 45, Bethlehem, 1831, July 3. 

John F. Peter, 50, " 1813, July 13. 
1797, Jan 3, John Daniel Kœhler, 59, Salem, N. C.t 1805, Jan. 28. 

С Ludwig Benzien, 43, " 1811, Nov. 13. 
Samuel Stoz, 44, " 1820, Sept 5. 
J. Martin Schneider, 40, "  
George Bievighausen, 42, " 1806, Sept. 24. 
Samuel G. Kramsch, 40, Hope, N. C, 1824, Feb. 2. 

July 11г John Martin Beck, 50, Mount Joy, 1827, Feb. 14. 
1801, Jan 6, Jacob Blum, senr., 62, Salem, N. C., 1803. Dec. 9. 

Chr. Thomas Pfohl, 41, " 1838, April 3. 
1803, Jan. 4, J. Jacob Wohlfahrt, 47, " 1807, Aug. 4. 
1804, Jan. 4, John Bardili, 46, New York, 1845, Oct. 1. 
1805, July 3, David Bischoff, 56, Bethlehem, 1827, Nov. 2. 

Abraham Levering, 47, " 1835, Mar. 16. 
Samuel Steup, 47, " 1822, Aug. 14. 
Matthew Eggert, 42, " 1831, Sept. 22. 

1811, July 2, J. Gebhard Cunow, 51, " 1829  
1812, Jan. 7, Sebastian Gund, 38, " 1852, April 3. 

Julv 7, Joseph Leibert, 32, " 1858, Aug. 24. 
J. Fr. Stadiger, 45, " 1849, Nov. 16. 

1813, July 6, Christian Fr. Schaaf, 54, " 1841, July 23. 
Owen Rice, junr., 25, " 1856, Jan. 5. 
John Jacob Kummer, 31, Bethabara, N. С 1857, May 5. 

1814, July 4, John Stotz, 61, Bethlehem, 1821, May 12. 
1815, Jan 3, John Schneider, 37, " 1825. Sept. 17. 
1816, Jan. 1, John Kremser, 58, " 1823, Nov. 11. 

Christian Eggert, 55, " 1827, Oct. 20. 
Owen Rice, senr., 64, " 1820, Aug. 29. 

June 30, Christian Borheck, 40, " 1828, April 29. 
John Frederick Rauch, 3<>, " 1863, Mar. 17. 

July 1, George Schuster, 37, " 1831, Dec. 11. 
Joseph Rice, 30, " 1831, Oct. 8. 

Aug. 10, J. Frederick Rudolphi, 52, Lititz, 1825, Mar. 3. 
J. Philip Bachman, 54, " 1837, Nov. 15. 
J. Peter Lehnert, 61," 1 826, April 10. 
J. Gottfried Trseger, 46, " 1823, May 31. 
Matthew G. Tschudy, 45, " 1852, Oct. 25. 
Christian Christ, 42, " 1828, June 19. 
Jacob Rack, 41, "  
John Miller, 55, "  
Christian Schropp, 60, " 1826, Dec 31. 
Adolph Lichtenthseler, 47, " 1834, April 5. 

1817, Jan. 1, David Peter Schneller, 29, Bethlehem, 1842, Sept. 21. 
Frederick Führer, 48, " 1849, Mar. 2. 
George Godfrey Miller, 54, Philadelphia, 1821, Mar. 19. 
John Beitel, junr , 35, Nazareth, 1870, Aug. 1. 

1818, Jan. 1, John Henry Schulz, 53, Bethlehem, 1829, July 10. 
July 2, William Fr. Sautter, 43, Antigua, W; L, 1825, {  

John Jacob Jundt, 43, Bethlehem, 1831, Oct. 9. 
Theodor Schulz, 48, Schœneck, 1850, Aug. 4. 
Nicholas Elias Hœber, 58, Nazareth, 1830, Aug. 4. 
Johann Fried. Bourquin, 56, Bethlehem, 1850, April 1. 
Thomas С Lüders, 36, Philadelphia, 1869,  
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1818, Oct. 18, Emman'l Rondthaler, sen.,54, Nazareth, 1847, June 6. 
Joseph Schweishaupt, 53, " 1842, Dec. 8. 
Johannes Schnall, 64, Bethlehem, 1*П9, Sept. 7. 

Dec. 26, Matthew M песке, (?) Lititz, 1832, Oct. 4. 
1819, Jan. 10, Ludwig D. v. Schweinitz, 88, Salem, 1834. Feb. 8 

May 9, Jacob Rice, 26, Bethlehem, 1862, Dec. 3. 
Jacob Wolle, 30, " 1863 April 17. 

June 30, ( hristian G. Paulus, 54, " 1821, Nov. 6. 
Christian Lange, 53, " 1837. June 17. 
John Krause, 24, « 1874 Oct 10. 
John Rice, 28, Northampton, 1868, Aug. 21. 

July 22, Joseph Jones, 64, Bethlehem, 1824, Dec. 18. 
1820, Jan. 2, Carl Fr. Schrceter, 69, Lititz, 1821, Mar. 28. 

Christian Fr. Denke, 44 " 1838. Jan. 12 
May 3, John Lewis Strohle, 51, Bethabara, N. C, 1827, Sept. 12. 

Eberhard Freytag, 56, Bethlehem, 1846, Mar. 4. 
July 3, Daniel Grosh, 47, Lititz,  
Sept 25, Hans Peterson, (?) " 1824, Nov. 18. 
Oct. 21, Johannes M sehr, 56, St. Croix, W. L, 1851-52.  
Nov. 18, J. Jonathan Bishop, 34, Bethlehem, 1860 Nov 11. 

1822, Jan. 1, Jacob Chr. Luckenbach, 37, " 1852, May 16. 
John Chr. Kern, 36, " 1841, Aug. 1. 
Henry Frederick Siewers, 64, St. Croix, W. 1 , 1824,  

Jan. 18, Maesah Warner, 67, Bethlehem, 1824, May 24. 
April 5, Friederich Vogenitz, 57, " 1837, Dec 13 
June 2, John W. Rauch. 31, Lititz, 1863, Mar. 11. 
June 19, Benjamin E^gert, 29, Bethlehem, 1860, July 29. 
July 4, Charles F. Seidel, 43, " 1861. April 26. 
July 9, Paul Weiss, 59. Em maus, 1840, Oct. 31. 
Aug. 4, Thomas Langballe, 58, Lititz, 1826, Feb. 13. 

William H. Van Vleck, 31, Philadelphia, 1853. Jan. 19. 
Aug. 18, Charles D. Bishop, 38, Bethlehem, 18Õ3. July 1*. 

1823, Feb. 23, Abraham Reinke, 70, Lititz, 1833, Feb. 16. 
July 22, Christian Knauss, 45 Bethlehem, 1847, July 28. 
Sept. 4, С Friedrich Kampmann, 77, " 1832. Nov. 6 
Sept. 14, JohnOerter, 29, 4 1866, bel). 5. 
Dec 14, John S. Hainan, 36, Nazareth, 1866, Feb. 18. 

William Rice, 24, Bethlehem, 1833, Jan 17. 
1824, April 13, Samuel Reinke, 32, " 1875, Jan. 21. 

William Horsfield, 53, Emmaus, 1845, Feb. 8 
April 30, Christian D Busse, 34, Nazareth, 1871, April *2. 
May 31, Charles Tombler, 23, Bethlehem, 

Marcus Fetter, 51, " 1827, May 22. 
June 29, Jedidiah Weiss, 28, " 1873, Sept. 3. 
July 22, Daniel Esterlein, 64, *4 1829, Nov. 27. 
July 25, George A. Hartman, 43, Staten Island, 1839, May 7. 
July 27, Carl Gottlieb Blech, 68, Bethlehem, 1832, Sept. 6. 

Benjamin Mortimer, 56, New York, 1834, Nov. 10. 
Aug. 18, David Kunkler, 29 Bethlehem, 1839, Aug. 5. 
Aug. 27, John G. Pietsch, 54. •• 1841, Sept. 19. 
Sept. 6, John G. Kummer, 34, •' 1846, Aug 6. 
Sept. 15 John Gerhard Bönhof. -, St. Croix, W. L, 1849,  

Henry William Sybrecht, - , "  
Nov. 7, John Peter Kluge, 56, Graceham. 1849, Jan. 30. 
NoV. 20, J. Jacob Luch. 68, Bethlehem, 1831, Aug. 26. 
Dec. 22, Timothy Weiss, 24. " 1848, Aug. 23. 

1825, May 7, Paul Suess, 66, Graceham,  
Sept. 12, J. Philip Götz, -, St. John, W. Ï., 1827,  

1826, Jan. 21, George R. Bardili, 37, Nazareth, 1859, May 16. 
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1826, Jan. 21, George H. Bute, -, Philadelphia, 1876, Feb. 13. 
Abraham Huebner, 60, Bethlehem, 1831, Feb. 10. 

Aug. 3, James E. Smith, 35, Philadelphia, 1846,  
Aug. 26, Christian Hall, 51, Lititz, 1848, June 30. 
Oct. 14, Jacob Grosh, 49, Marietta,  
Dec. 26, John Jacob Christ, 45, Nazareth, 1861, Nov. 3. 

1827, June 5, John G. Herman, 36, Lancaster, 1854, July 20. 
June 21, John Beck, junr., -, Lititz, 1873, Mar. 26. 
July 26, Gotthold В. Reichel, 41, Salem, N. C, 1833, Dec, 20. 
Dec. 4, John C. Warner, , 41, Bethlehem, 1858, June 30. 

1828, April 26, Christian D. Senseman, 46, Nazareth, 1834, Dec. 13. 
June 7, Franz С Danke, 42, l< 1854, Jan. 26. 
June 19, Emanuel Shober, -, Salem, N. C, 1845-46,  

Jacob Zorn, 24, Bethlehem, 1843, May 27. 
July 3 , Matthew Christ, 32, " 

John T. Snekenburg, 36, " 1829, May 3 
Aug. 11, Henry Wöhler, 38, " ,1868, June 14. 

1829, March 6, John D. Anders, 57, " 1847, Nov. 6. 
April 21, F. С Meinung, 47, Salem, N. С. 1851-52,  

Daniel С. Welfare, 32, " 1841,  
Wm. Lewis Benzien, 31, 4< 1832, Dec. 1. 

June 30, John C. Burkhard, 57, " 1846, Aug. 28. 
July 1, John Schropp, 23, Bethlehem, 1840, Sept. 2. 
July 14, Christian F. Youngman, 37, " 1870,  
July 15, George Henry Gundt, 23, '' 1877, Nov. 23. 

Samuel Thomas Pfohle, 27, Friedland, N. С, 1874, May 26. 
Aug. 20, John Christian Ebbecke, 64, Schœneck, 1837,  
Sept. 3, David Warner, 38, Bethlehem, 
Oct. 3, John Jordan, junr., 59, Philadelphia, 1845,  
Oct. 14, Samuel Sturgis, 48, Lititz, 1844,  
Nov. 10, John Fr. Wolle, 44, Bethlehem, 1860, April 24. 

Jacob Christ. 47, Emmaus, 1843-44,  
Dec. 17, Francis Eder, 31, Salem, N. C, 1836, Nov. 18. 

1830, Jan. 28, Samuel R. Huebner, 34, Gnadenhütten, 1849, June 7. 
Feb. 8, Christian Lewis Ebbecke, 27, Schœneck, 1874,  
April 23, John F. Stadiger, junr., 26, Philadelphia, 1851-52,  
June 15, Daniel Kreider, - , Lititz, 1868, Jan. 3. 
Sept. 18, Abraham Luckenbach, 53, New Fairfield, 1854, Mar. 8. 
Sept. 24, Peter. S. Beears, 30, Bethlehem, 1837, April 13. 

1831, May 27, James Leibert, 23, " 1863, Oct. 28. 
June 14, William Neisser, 34, " 1859, June 10. 
June 27, Charles M. Kafka, 49, " 1857, Nov. 14. 
July 20, John Weber, 61, " 1849, July 18. 

1832, Feb. 7, Jacob Miller, 34, Warwick, 1865, Nov. 7. 
Mar. 26, Samuel Schultz, 37, Bethlehem, 1857, Jan. 30. 
May 14, Jacob Fr. Lœffler, 60, Lititz, 1841, Feb. 20. 
May 26, David Bigler, 28, Bethlehem, 1875, July 2. 
June 29, Theodore Christian Pfohl, 28, Salem, N. C, 1870,  

Godfrey H. Zetzsche, '45, Tobago, W. I., 1861,  
July 9. Christian Gottlieb Hüñel, 69, Herrnhut, Germ'y,1842, June 7. 
Aug. 4, JohnJ. Hagen, , 61, Salem, N C, 1844,  
Aug. 13, Abraham L Huebner, 26, Bethlehem, • 1870, Oct. 30. 
Sept. 18, Adam Haman, 42, " 1857, Jan. 13. 
Oct. 15, Charles A. Bleck, 28, " 1850, Jan. 17. 

1833, Jan. 14, John M. Miksch, 34, 
Feb. 6, Jacob Blickensderfer, -, Canal Dover, O., 1857,  
June 27, Aaron Hillman, 58, Bethlehem, 1852, May 3. 
May 30, John Fr. Erwin, 30, 
June 17, Jacob Fr. Sigmund, 28, " 
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1833, Oct. 22, J. Jacob Sparmeyer, 49, Friedensberg, W.I ,1846,  
JoHannes Schmid, 36, Niesky,St.Thomas,1834,  
Andrew Benade, 64, Lititz, 1859, Oct 31. 

1834, Jan. 24, Philip Gold, 39, Bethlehem, 1860, Nov. 10. 
March 25, Jacob Miksch, 46, Nazareth, 1878, Oct. 24. 
April 10, Christian Lewis Klúge, 25, Bethlehem"; 1860,  
Mav5, JohnCollis, 35, Fairfield, Jamaica,1837,  - 

Charles A. Van Vleck, 39, Newport, K. I., 1845, Dec. 21. 
July 4, Frederick Wm. Damus, 40, N. Herrnhut, W.I.,1837,  

July 31, Timothy Masslich, 32, Lititz, 1875,  

Aug. 11, Edward Bice, 21, " 1849, July 2. 
Aug. 22, William Eberman, 47, " 1857, April 17. 

Johann A. Staude, -, Friedensfeld, W. I., 1851-52,  
Oct. 17, Jacob B. Tschudy, 28, Lititz, 1866, Nov. 8. 

Philip H. Gœpp, 36, Bethlehem, 1872, Mar. 21. 
Nov. 11, Matthew Brown, 39, " 1866, Nov. 22. 
Dec. 5, Christian H. Kauch, 46, Warwick, 1866, Nov. 22. 

1835, Jan. 19, Johann A. Plsettner, 40, Friedensberg, W. I.,  
J. G. Mueller, 52, Friedensthal,W. I-,  '- 

George Bobbins, 45, Irwin Hill, W. L, 1874, Feb. - . 
Jan. 29, Jonas Meyer, 36, Lititz,  

Charles F. Kluge, 33, 
Feb. 14, Charles Lewis Meiler, 45, Nazareth, 1859, Feb. 18. 
March 18, Michael Muecke, -, Lititz, 1840,  

Frederick Keller, -, " 1852, Sept. 9. 
May 11, Thomas Mies, 42. Hanover township, 1868, Aug. 14. 

Jacob Shultz, 43, Salem, N. C,  
June 24, John С Jacobson, 40, " 1870, Nov. 24. 
July 10, Lawrence F. Oerter, 32, Nazareth, 
July 29, George F. Trœger, 43, Hebron, 1874, Aug. 22. 
Sept. 5, John Ham, -, Lititz, 1848, July 24. 

William F. Giering, 42, Emmaus, 1873,  

Sept. 30, Peter Wolle, 43, Philadelphia, 1871, Nov. 14. 
Nov. 4, John Scholefield, 38, Jamaica, W. L, 1845-46,  
Dec. 7, F. Wm. Oppelt, 33, Bethlehem, 1842, Mar. 31. 

1836, May 23, J. Joseph Henry, 49. Boulton, 1836-37,  

Aug. 13, Christian Henry Beitel, 47, Nazareth, 1847, Sept. 16. 
1837, April 1, Gabriel Trseger, 27, Bethlehem, 1839,' June 8. 

Oct. 23, Andrew G. Kern, 44, Nazareth, 1874, Dec. - 
Nov. 27, Peter Eicksecker, 46, St. Kitts, W. L, 1873, July 13. 

1838, Jan. 2, John Elliott, 39, Jamaica, W. I., 
Jan. 11, Henry Blickensderfer, 29, Lititz, 
March 10, Henry B. Luckenbach, 24, Bethlehem, 

Ernst L.Lehman, 32, " 1857, Feb. 8. 
Amos Bealer, 28, " 1870, July 11. 

Sept. 15, Wm. Jacob Kryder, 40, Lititz, 1852-53,  

1839, Feb. 9, Joseph J. Albright, 27, Nazareth, 
April 27, Reuben S. Rauch, 26, Bethlehem, 
May 29, David Luckenbach, 55, " 1850, Aug. 30. 
July 17, John Ch. W. Fries, 63, Salem, N. C, 1866, Jan. 20. 
July 23, John Henry Büchner, 28, Jamaica, W. I., 1865, July 19. 
Aug. 23, John G. Zippel, -, Barbadoes, W. I., 1859,  

1840, April 9, Samuel Weinland, 37, Bethlehem, 
May 5, Christian Lichtenthseler, 38, Lititz, 1855,  

May 23, Henry G. Guetter, 42, Bethlehem, 1847, July 8, 
Sept. 1, Henry Wied, -, St. Thomas, W. L,  
Nov. 2, J. Lewis Doster, 44, Bethlehem, 1860, May 26. 
Nov. 10, Eugene A. Frueauff, 34, Lititz, 1870, Jan. 12. 

1841, June 29, John Rickert, 34, " 1849, Dec. 3. 



ÛF BETHLEHEM, 103 

Age and Residence л Admitted. Name. whm admitted. Departed, 
л 

1841, June 29, James A. Rice, 27, Bethlehem, 1850, Sept. 9. 
Nov. 29, Emmanuel Rondthaler, 26, " 1848, Nov. 80. 

1842, Jan. 19, Herman J. Tietze, 31, Hope, Ind., 
June 6, Benjamin Ricksecker, 25, Basseterre, W. Г., 
June 16, Jacob Grider, 54, Lititz, 1858, Feb. 3. 

Reuben O. Luckenbach, 24, Bethlehem, 
July 23, Ambrose Rondthaler, 29, Graceham, 
Sept. 1, Joachim H. Hohe, 51, Niesky, W. I., 1846,  

Johann S. Freytag, 40, " 1850,  
Oct. 1, Edward Rondthaler, 25, Schœneck, 1855, Mar. 5. 

1843, April 7, Josiah O. Beitel, 32, Nazareth, 
May 9, John George Fetter, -, Lancaster, 1856, Sept. 9. 
Nov. 18, Lewis F. Kampmann, 26, Canal Dover, O., 

John George Paulick, 66, Lititz, 1858, July 14. 
Ch. F. Sussdorf, 36, Salem, N. C, 

1844, Jan. 15, Edwin P. Wolle, 31, Nazareth, 
March 29, John С Brickenstein, ' 44, Bethlehem, 
May 1, Matthew Krause, 

' 
30, " 

1865, Nov. 20. 
Jacob F. Siewers, 39, Salem, N. C, 1867, Oct. 20. 

May 21, Gilbert Bishop, 27, Cherokee Nation, 
July 15, Henry С Bachman, 39, Westfield, 1871, June 12. 
Aug. 1, J. George Cooper, 42, Lancaster, 1845-46,  

Rudolph F. Rauch, 31, " 1879,  
Ferdinand G. Lennert, 29, Lititz, 

Sept. 3, John Gottlieb Klose, 46, St. Kitts, W. Г., 1855, Sept. 9. 
Charles Wm. Rauch, 27, Bethlehem, 

1845, April 18, David Z. Smith, 23, Cherokee Nation, 
Herman L. Stadiger, 35, U. Saucon, 1866, Jan. 4. 

Aug. 23, Adolph Herman Ziock, 38, St. Croix, W. L, 1872,  
Oct. 21, Charles H. Kry der, -, Warwick, 
Dec. 30, Ambrose H. Rauch, 26, Bethlehem, 

AdamGiering, 36, " 1874, April 16. 
Charles L. Knauss, 41, " 

1859, Aug. 13. 
1846, Feb. 17, Wm. Th. Rœpper, 35, 

Allan Hamilton, 31, Friedensthal,W. I., 
April 20, Alexander Sturgis, 32, Lititz, 
May 27, Samuel Yost, 24, Bethlehem, 
June 24, Charles F. Beckel, 45, " 
June 27, Richard C. Christ, - , Nazareth, 
July 9, John F. Wedemann, 44, St. John, W. L, 
Oct. 5, Levin T. Reichel, 34, Nazareth, 1878, May 23. 
Nov. 24, Christian Lange, 44, Bethlehem, 1866, Mar. 8. 
Dec. 28, Daniel Desh, 32, South Bethlehem, 

1847, Feb. 9, Julius Th. Beckler, 33, Lititz, 1875, Mar 8. 
June 1, Nathaniel S. Wolle, 24, 
Aug. 2, Peter Kleckner, 40, Bethlehem, 1879,  
Sept. 9, F. Thomas Clewell, 56, Schœneck, 1866,  
Oct. 16, Joseph H. Kummer, 27, Friedensthal, W. I., 

1848, Sept. 21, James T. Borhek, 40, Bethlehem, 
John C. Leibfried, 39, Nazareth, 

Dec. 6, D. Henry Bishop, 33, Bethlehem, 1874, Dec. 10. 
1849, March 22, Edward H. Reichel, 28, " 

1877, Sept. 7. 
Francis F. Thraen, 57, Antigua, W. L, 1874,  

May 28, David Weinland, 49, Bethlehem, 1875,  
June 16, Abraham Andress, 48, " 

1873,  
Jacob Blickensderfer, jun.,H3, Tuscarawas, O., 

July 6, Augustus Wolle, 27, Bethlehem, 1878, Aug. 11. 
Francis Wolle, 31, 
Heinrich Weniger, 49, " 

1875, April 13. 
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1849, July 6, John D. Siewers, 30, Salem, N. C, 
Aug. 2, Francis L. Fries, 36, " 1863, Aug. 1. 
Aug. 9, Henry Fuehrer, 44, Bethlehem, 

William Kaucher, 26, " 1853, Oct. 14. 
Nov. 5, George F. Bahnson, 44, Salem, N. C, 1869, Sept. 11. 

1850, Jan. 26, William L. Lennert, 38, Nazareth, 
May 10, Friedrich Clewell, 58, Salisbury, 1871, July 2. 
May 20, Emil A. de Schweinitz, 33, Salem, Ñ. C, 1879, Nov. 3. 
July 13, Abraham Ritter, 57, Philadelphia, 1860,  
July 20, P. Augustus Christ, 37, Lititz, 1859, May 3. 

Francis Wm. Christ, 34, " 

Aug. 14, Simon Rau, 32, Bethlehem, 
Sept 18, Christian R. Hœber, 48, Nazareth, 
Oct. 28, Patrick Daily, 35, Monroe County, 1877, Aug. 15. 

1851, Jan 8, Henry J. Oerter, 23, Bethlehem, 1864, Nov. 28. 
July 11, John C. Malthaner, 40, " 1873, Sept. 17. 

1853, Jan. 4, Ch. Aug. Luckenbach, 46, " 

April 20, August Moritz Geissler, 37, Jamaica, W. I-,  
June 18, Benjamin Clewell, 49, Nazareth, 1879. Dec. 31. 
July 23, John Edward Luckenbach, - , Canal Dover, O., 

William F. Miller, -, Bethlehem, admission unpaid. 
William L. Brown, 36, " 1860, July 19. 

Aug. 29, Lucius Oliver Tombler, 29, Philadelphia, 
1854, March 16, Nathaniel Vogler, 49, Salem, N. C, 1872,  

April 4, Elias Vogler, 28, '' 1876,  
June 13, Abraham Lichtenthseler, 36, Jamaica, W. I., 
July 4, Herman Ruede, 35, Bethlehem, 

Charles Siewers, 38, Cincinnati, O., 
Aug. 12, Bern. R. M.de Schweinitz,38, Lititz, 
Dec. 16, Charles Brietz, 43, Salem, N. C,  

1855, April 5, Benjamin Wilhelm, 38, Bethlehem, 1870, July 13. 
Jacob Luckenbach, 50, " 

May 10, Sylvester Wolle, 39, " 1873, Aug. 28. 
Amadeus A. Reinke, 33, Staten Island, 

May 21, William Beitel, 39, Nazareth, # 1869, Aug. 26. 
June 29, Francis Jordan, 40, Philadelphia, 

# 

1856, Feb. 25, Charles W. Cooper, 33, Lancaster, 
March 3, Francis M. Rauch, 41, Lititz, 
July 10, John Lewis Hasting, 31, Antigua, W. I., 

Peter Anton, 55 Bethlehem, 1872, Aug. 19. 
William Leibert, 33, 

Aug. 12, Henry Schaffner, 58, Salem, N. C, 1877,  
Oct. 28, Edward O. Weinland, 34, Hope, Ind., 
Dec. 16, Levin J. Krause, 39, Bethlehem, 

1857, May 21, Edmund Ricksecker, 42, Nazareth, 
David Rau, 37, Bethlehem, 1879, Jan. 13. 

1858, Jan. 7, John С Weber, 54, " 
Feb. 11, Josiah George, 36, . " 
Sept. 21, Henry A. Shultz, 52, 

1859, Oct. 19, Jacob Weitzel, -, Greenbay, Wis., 
Oct. 26, J. Jonathan Hoch, . 33, Nazareth, 1870,  
Nov. 28, Elias Shaub, 48, Bethania, N. C, 
Nov. 30, Henry J. Van Vleck, 37, Nazareth, 

1860, Feb. 27, John F. Fett, 59, Greenbay. Wis., 
April 13, James Turner, 41, Antigua, W. I., 
May 1, Richard W. Leibert, 27, Bethlehem, 

Thomas D. Luckenbach, 41, " 1871, June 16. 
June 22, Herman M. Fetter, 46, " 1876, Mar. 29. 
July 2, Johann Gottlieb Michel, 55, West Salem, 111., 1876,  
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1860, July 9, Eugene M. Leibert, 25, Sharon, Ohio, 

Frederick E. Borhek, 38, Bethlehem, 
Dec. 3, B. Franklin Neisser, 37, " 

1861, Feb. 18, Cornelius M. Knauss, 32, " 
April 4, George W. Perkin, 42, " 
July 20, Bernhard E. Lehman, 25, " 
Dec. 14, Gustav A. Kern, 44, Nazareth, 

1862, Feb 12, Anthony Goth, 37, Bethlehem, 1878, Oct. 15. 
April 30, Herman Yost, 49, " 

1863, May 5, J. Augustus Beck, 32, Harrisburg, 
Abraham R. Beck, 29, Lititz, 
Gerhard Wessels, 34, [New York, 
William A* Liliendahl, - , '* 

June 9, James H. Wolle, 35, Bethlehem, 1875, June 26. 
June 29, Christian H. Belling, 43, " 

Robert P. Krause, 33, " 1866, Feb. 24. 
Oct. 2% Edmund de Schweinitz, 38, Lititz, 

1864, Feb. 22, Joseph H. Trseger, 26, Bethlehem, 
Feb. 29, J. Frederick Frueauff, 25, Hollidaysburg, Pa., 
July 4. Orville A. Grider, 31, Bethlehem, 
Aug. 11, John Souders, 32, Lititz, 
Sept. 2, John J. Regennas, 46, Schœneck, 
Sept. 19, George T. Greider, 49, Lititz, 
Sept. 26, John F. Warman, 51, Westfield, 

1865, Jan. 16, Franz A. Gerstner, 38, Bethlehem, 
Jan. 21, Henry T. Bachman, 29, Sharon, Ohio, 

Henry P. Hamman, 32, Bethlehem, 
Henry S. Krause, 38, " 

Jan. 31, Abraham S. Schropp, 23, " 
Charles H. Eggert, 34, Philadelphia, 
James H. Wilhelm, 34, Mauch Chunk, 

Feb. 22, Maurice 0. Jones, 54, Bethlehem, 
March 2, Oliver T. Sturgis, -, Lititz, 

Jacob A. Sturgis, -, " 
1873, June 25. 

March 11, F. Wilhelm Lelansky, 49, Bethlehem, 
March 14, James Christ, 53, Emmaus, 1868,  
April 10, Nicholas Hauck, 53, Bethlehem, 
July 12, Robert W. de Schweinitz, 45, Salem, N. C, 
July 31, George Knauss, 51, Nazareth,  
Aug. 22, Augustus Belling, 57, Bethlehem, 
Sept. 11, Albert L. Oerter, 28, Canal Dover, O., 
Sept. 20, Samuel T. Beam, 58, Lancaster, 1873,  
Dec. 13, Eugene P. Greider, 40, Graceham, 

Edward T. Kluge, 34, Nazareth, 
Dec. 21, Clement L. Reinke, 31, Chaska, Minn., 

Edwin T. Senseman, 47, Hope, Ind., 1866, Feb. 8. 
Dec. 23, Edwin E. Reinke, 41, Olney, 111., 

Charles Klose, 38, Philadelphia, 
1866, Jan. 2, James Haman, 28, Gnadenhütten, 

Feb. 15, J. Franklin Krause, 44, Bethlehem, 
March 3, Philip H. Gapp, 46, Progress, N. J., Martin A. Erdman, 42, New York, 1878,  
March 7. Frederick A. Clauder, 28, Bethlehem, 1875, May 13 
March 14, Henry E. Weinland, 35, 
April 24, Parmenio L. Leinback, 35, Friedland, N. С, 
April 30, John A. Friebele, 49, Mount Bethel, Va., 
May 14, Ambrose J. Erwin, 36, Bethlehem, 
May 30. Lewis A. Gerlach, 46, " 
June 14, John Grœff, 48, Lebanon, 

7* 
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Admitted. Name. when admitted. Departed. n . . 

1866, Aug. 9, Henry Gottlieb Clauder, 60, Bethlehem, 
Sept 4, Charles W. Sturgis, 49, Lititz, 

1867, March 15, Christian Thomas Pfohl, 28, Salem, N. C, 
March 30, William N. Amer, 32, Lancaster, 
May 21, Sylvester Belling. 45, Bethlehem, 
June Î3, Benjamin Van Kirk, 40, Ci 

Gottlieb F. Oehler, 50, 
July 4, Francis R. Holland, 47, Hope, Ind., 
Aug. 26, Samuel L. Thseler, 27, Barbadoes, W. I., 
Oct. 1, Henry W. Rupp, 30, Philadelphia, 
Oct. 17, Lewis Christian Rights, 47, Bethania, N. C., 
Nov. 22, John W. Jordan, 27, Philadelphia, 

1868, Jan. 6, John Evans, 42, Carbon Co., Pa., 
Feb. 25, Ferdinand D. Rickert, 47, Lititz, 

George W. Hepp, 34, 
Feb. 28, Lewis R. Huebner, 37, Bethlehem, 1874, Mar. 28. 
July 7, J. Theophilus Zorn, 27, Jamaica, W. I., 
Sept. 7, Josiah Transue, 43, Bethlehem, 
Nov. 27, Francis W. Knauss, 28, Moravia, Iowa, 1872, July 15. 
Dec. 15, Henry Shelly, 35, Bethlehem, 

1869, Jan. 25, Edmund A.Oerter, 26, Lebanon, 
March 4, A. M. Iverson, 46, Fort Howard, Wis., 
March 24, H. A. Brickenstein, 34, Bethlehem, 
March 27, James Henry, 60, Nazareth, 

1870, Feb. 11, Morris A. Borhek, 27, Bethlehem, 
Feb. 23, С Edward Kummer, 36, " 
March 9, Traugott Crist, 53, Salem, N. C, 
March 24, Isaac Walp, 42, Bethlehem, 1879, June 18. 
April 8, Henry Regennas, 49, Lititz, 
June 25, David Brunner, 45, *' 
Oct. 6, Francis W. Meiler, 51, Salem, N. C, 

Alfred Crist, 42, Bethlehem, 
Dec 12, Jacob Diehm, 71, Lititz, 

1871, Jan. 2, Theodore F. Wolle, 39, Bethlehem, 
Jan. 11, Cyrus E. Breder, 29. 

Francis E. Luckenbach, 32, " 
Feb. 14, Geo Henry Hanna, 37, Jamaica, W. I., 

Theodore Sonderraan, 43, New York, 
Feb. 21, John W. Hunter, 44 Salem, N. C, 
April 19, John H. Smith, 37, West Salem, 111., 

Franklin С Stout, 34, Bethlehem, 
May 17, Henry J. Bardili, 42, Nazareth, 
May 22, Julius Schrader, 50, Bethlehem, 1871, Aug. 4. 
May 30, Wm. Henry Rice, 30, York, Pa., 
Aug. 17, С Edward Peisert, 49, Bethlehem. 
Aug. 22, Edward Rondthaler, 29, Brooklyn, 
Nov. 22, Alexander С Morrish, 36. St. Jan, W. I., 

1872, Feb. 5, C. Otto Brunner, 41, Bethlehem, 
March 5, Edward T. Meyers, 39, " 

July 11, Benjamin Romig, 38, St. Croix, W. I., 
1873, Jan. 6, Alexander Meinung, 49, Salem. N. C. 

Jan. 27, John W. Fries, 26, 
Edward E. Hœber, 33, Nazareth, 

Feb. 28, John F. Beitel, 26, 
April 17, J. F. Augustus Schultze, 33, Bethlehem, 
June 3, Edward J. Regennas, 27, Unionville, Mich., 
July 28, Theodore O. Fradeneck, 38, Bethlehem, 

Massah M. Warner, 37, Philadelphia, 
Dec. 11, Elisha Ward Shields, 26, Gracehill, Iowa, 
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1873, Dec. 26, George Henry Tombler, 43, Easton, Pa., 
Charles Edward Tombler, 37, Evansville, Ind., 

1874, Jan. 14, G. Herman Reck, 57, Bethlehem, 
Feb. 2, Joseph J. Ricksecker, 29, Olney, 111., 
March 6, John C. Israel, 54, West Salem, 
April 8, Jacob Kratzer, 44, Bethlehem, 
April 20, Joseph A. Rice, 30, " 

Augustus S Bishop, 27, " 
June 12, M . Eugene Grunert, 51, Salem, N. C, 
July 7, Gustav Adolph Reich, 37, Bethlehem, 
July 13, Matthias T. Huebner, 48, Lititz, 
July 27, James A. Butner, 44, Hope, Ind., 
Aug. 5, William Й. Oerter, 26, South Bethlehem, 

James S. Luckenbach, 37, Bethlehem, 
Edward H. Jacobson, 43, " 
Louis Eysenbach, 55, ч " 
Robert Rau, 29, " 

Sept. 14, Cornelius W. Krause, 37, " 
С. F. Hartman, 

' 
54, Nazareth, 

Edwin G. Klose, 29, Bethlehem, 
1875, Jan. 13, William С Tietze, 32, West'Salem, 111., 

Jan. 30, С F. Plessing, • 59, Greenbay, Wis., 
March 29, О. Т. Huebner, 40, Lititz, 

Philip F. Romrael, 40, Palmyra, N. J., 
Lewis P. Clewell, 32, Graceham, 

July 21, David O. Luckenbach, 42, Bethlehem, 
Jacob В Staufer, 31, Manheim, Pa., 

July 24, William Chapman, 59, Bethlehem, 
Aug. 16, S. С Wolle, 50, Hokendauqua, 
Oct. 30, John Wœrner, 40, Bethlehem, 
Nov. 22, Nathaniel Siewers, 30, Salem, N. C, 

1876, June 12, John Samuel Krause, 28, Bethlehem, 
Isaac L. Ritter, 55, Philadelphia, 

Aug. 18, Adam H. Hambright, 59, Lititz, 
Oct. 25, F. T. Niebert, -, Antigua, W. L, 
Dec. 18, William E. Kreider, 48, Lancaster, 

1877, Jan. 3, Edwin P. Bishop, 27, Bethlehem, 
May 22, Abraham T. Beam, 49, Lancaster, 
Aug. 6, Robert W. Herbst, 26, Gracehill, Iowa, 
Oct. 2, Haydn H. Tschudy, 37, Lititz, 

Ashton С Borhek, 40, Bethlehem, 
W. Emil Doster, 40, 

Dec 3, David Müller, 54, West Salem, HL, 
Edwin M. Boring, 38, Philadelphia, 

Dec 21, Samuel E. Grosh, 42, Lititz, 
1878, Jan. 24, William T. Vogler, 34, Salem, N. C, 

April 25, Levin F. Leibfried, 37, Nazareth, 
1879, March 8, Herman A. Doster, 46. Bethlehem, 

April 24, J. Maximilian Hark, 29, Philadelphia, 
June 19, Jacob H. Beck, 49, Nazareth, 
Sept. 21, Henry T. Bahnson, 34, Salem, N. C, 
Dec. 26, Edward H. Luckenbach, 30, Bethlehem, 

Augustus H. Leibert, 31, " 



APPENDIX IL 

A LIST OF THE BENEFICIARIES OF THE WIDOWS' SOCIETY OF 

BETHLEHEM, FROM ITS ORGANIZATION UP TO 
DECEMBER 31ST, 1879. 

Name. Received her first Annuity. Departed or Remarried. 
Elizabeth Poppellwell, 1772, 1812, March 26. 
Susanna 0. Berndt, " Married J. G. Hartman, 1776. 
Mary B. Nitschman, 1773, 1810, January 20. 
Anna Magd. Hafner, " 1797, May 22. 
Anna Herr, " Remarried in 1774. 
Mary Horsfield, " 1773, October 14. 
Gertraut Schneider, 1774, 1803, November 16. 
Maria Tiersch, 1775, Remarried in 1780. 
Mary E. Engler, 1776, " 1777. 
Marianna Rœsler, " 1804, September 22. 
Martha Hussey, " 1790, December 19. 
Sarah Utley, 

" 1791, May 25. 
Rosina Bachhof, 1777, Remarried in 1780. 
Anna Maria Thrsene, " 1783, April 13. 
Elizabeth Langgaard, u 1785, December 17. 
Philippine Weinland, " 1790, November 29. 
Mary Digeon, " 1793, August 15. 
Margaret Ears, 

" 1779, November 19. 
Catharine Graff, " 1798, January 15. 
Anna Maria Schenk, " Remarried in 1783. 
Christine Vetter, 1778, 1791, May 23. 
Anna Maria Kunkler, " 1784, November 17. 
Johanna Schmick, " 1795, August 7. 
Catharine Mœller, " 1797, December 31. 
Anna Catharine Reuter, " Remarried in July, 1780. 
Anna Ricksecker, il 1 786, April 24. 
Mary Fockel, 1779, Remarried in 1779. 
Magdalene "the Moor," (( 1А9П •* Га_па^ 4. л 
(Widow of Andrew the Negro.) 

(( ™Щ 1А9П •* Га_па^ anuary 4. 
л 

Anna Unger, 1780, Married Francis Bœhler, 1785. 
Phœbe Payne, 

" 1799,  
Maria Schulze, " Remarried in 1783. 
Judith Otto, " 1786, January 27. 
Catharine Haidt, " 1782, September 14. 
M. Apollona Eggert, " 1810, August 17. 
Anna Maria Miller, " 1789, June 20. 
Barbara Bceckel, 1781, Married P. Münster, 1781. 
A. Regina Hayne, " 1783, May 13. 
Lucia Spohn, 1782, 1788, December 15. 
Mary Anne Garrison, " 1790, March 9. 
Anna Maria Stœhr, " 1804, August 30. 
Mary Catharine Lischer, " 1802, May 19. 
Mary Justina Meyer, " 1787, April 29 
Anna Johanna Seidel, " 1788, April 11. 
Anna Helene Haberland, " 1787, December 7. 

(109) 
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Name. Received her first Annuity. Departed or Remarried. 
Anna Maria Bonn, 1782, 1815, May 11. 
Anna Lœsch, 1783, 1817, January 2. 
Helene Schnell, " 1794, July 30. 
Catharine Stoz, " 1786, December 14. 
Gertraut Graff, " 1784, February * 21. 
Sybilla Beck, " 1805, July 2. 

* 

Anne Anne Marv Mary Hall, Hall 1784, 1784 I Married G. Lange, 1785, and Anne Anne Mary Marv Hall, Hall 1784 1784, I 
j David Tannebergj шо 

Catharine Mau, " 1799, February 14. 
Agnes Fischer, " 1788, April 23. 
Maria A. Weber, " 1808, December 27. 
Theodora Neisser, 1785, 1807, September 8. 
Anna C. Hancke, " 1806, May 19. 
Maria Michler, " 1796, May 8. 
Anna Maria Michler, " 1786 April 3. 
Margaret C. Lembke, 1786, 1798, April 20. 
Magdalene Dealing, 

" 1807, March 28. 
Susanna Nixdorf, " 1800, November 28. 
Dorothea Schmidt, " 1790, October 17. 
Anna Henry, 1787, 1799, March 18. 
Maria Frank, " 1804, December 7. 
A. Maria Werner, " 1825,  
Regina Zahm, 1788, 1790, January 20. 
Rosina Stach, " 1800, March 22. 
Barbara Heckedorn, 1789, 1793, November 1. 
Helene Gambold, " 1792, April 6. 
Juliane Horsfield, " 1809, January 17. 
Mary E Pitschman, " 1790, October 25. 
Elizabeth Schank, 1790, 1793, November 28. 
Anna Maria Huber, " 1794, April 26. 
Gertrude Sydrich, " 1812, October 5. 
Magdalena Jansen, 1791, Married John Grosh, 1796. 
Barbara Wiesinger, *' 1804, November 28. 
Maria J. Lœsch, " 1813, October 15. 
Anna Maria Peter, " 1801, January 10. 
Anna M. Borhek, " 1807, March 2L 
Anne Mary Lange, 1792, Married D. Tanneberg, 1800. 
Maria Rothe, " 1805, February 25. 
Catharina Krause, u 1807, September 17. 
Margaretha Schlosser, " 1795, February 13. 
Hannah R. Schober, 1793, 1800, January 8. 
Salome Gump, <k 1793, September 20. 
Barbara Münster, " 1829, August 16, 
Sarah Bartow, " 1818,  
Beata Schmidt, " 1814, July 6. 
Rosina Neisser, " 1797, February 20. 
Elizabeth Peter, 1794, 1806, April 29. 
Patience von Erd, " 1820, April 15. 
Anna M.Schneken burger, 1795, 1834, February 24. 
Elizabeth Dencke, " 1820, February 11. 
Elizabeth Mœhring, 1797, 1825,  
Mary Weiss, " 1803, March 26. 
Christine Rauch, " 1807, October 23. 
Elizabeth Giers, " 1817, September 11, 
Anna M. Hasse, u 1813, April 1. 
Maria Rusmeyer, 1798, 1804, September 24. ' Grace Thorp, " 1805, March 18. 
A. Elizabeth Klingsohr, 1799, 1835,  
Anna Maria Eyerie, 1800, Married Matthew Hancke, 1805. 
Dorothea Meyer, 1801, 1803, November 22. 
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Name. Received her first Annuity. Departed or Remarried. 
Rosina Stolí, 1801, 1811, June 27. 
Christine D. Detmers, 1802, 1814, July 26. 
Sarah Horsfield. " 1822, July 27. 
A. D. E. von Schweinitz, " 1813, May 10. 
Elizabeth Albrecht, " 1830,  
M. E. Reizenbach, 1803, 1809, May 16. 
Eleonora Andreas. '* 1804, September 14. 
M. Elizabeth Blum, " 1817, July 17. 
Anne Mary Heckewelder, " 1823, January 20. 
Christine E. Mœhrmg, 1804, 1823, August 5. 
Frederica M. Christ, 1805, 1811, December 16. 
Elizabeth Schropp, 1806, 1819, March 25. 
Anna M. Kornmann, '* 1809, November 4. 
Sarah Smith, " 1823, September 5. 
Mary Barbara Christ, " 1818,  
A. Catharine Bœhler, '• 1810, June 22. 
Anna Bœhler, " 1809, May 10. 
Elizabeth ( "celin. " 1806, August 2. 
Christiana Bievighausen, 1807, 1836,  
Elizabeth Wohlfahrt, 1808. 1812, August 26. 
Sarah L'Joungberg. 1809, 1820, May 13. 
A. M Sweishaupt, l< 1810, May lft. 
Magdalena Schindler, " 1825. April 13. 
Johanna Weinecke, 1811, 1816, January 11. 
Elizabeth Weiss. 1812, 1844, October 14. 
Dorothea S. Benzien, " 1832, August 3. 
Elizabeth Hauser, " 1814, June 21. 
M. Catharine Blum, 1813, 1827, March 18. 
A. Catharine Peter, 1814, 1830, November 23. 
Catharine Rubel, " 1815, December 1 1 
Anna Maria Weiss, " 1824, November 11. 
Barbara Thomas, (Husband died Nov. 20, 1815.) 1815, December 29. 
Anna Barbara Bceckel, 1816, 1823, May 10. 
Margarethe Schnall, 1820, 1848, April 7. 
Elizabeth Stotz, 1821, 1826, August 27. 
Anna Johanna Miller, u 1822, August 30. 
A. Catharine Schrœder, " 1834,  
Sabina Henry. " 1848, Way 8. 
Johanna Knauss 1823, 1831, December 31. 
A. Sybilla Kremsei, 1824, 1849, April 22. 
M. Dorothea Warner, " 1826, August 20. 
Elizabeth Traeger, " 1848,  
Susanna E. Kramsch, " 1831,  
Maria Jones, 1825, 1831, December 23. 
Rachel Peterson. " 1839,  
Elizabeth Rudolphi, " 1868, October 26. 
Dorothy Siewers, " 1855,  
Catharine Schneider, 1826, 1846,  
Salome Langballe, " Married J. С Ebbecke, 1829. 
Susanna Lehnert, 4< 1846,  
Maria Sauter, " 1863, April 17. 
Rebecca Schropp, 1827, 1828, August 25 
Elizabeth Fetter, " 1855, February 21. 
Rosina Bischotf, 1828, 1832, May 21. 
Catharine Strohle, " 1852,  
Anna Maria Eggert, " 1832, July 30. 
Verona Gœtz, " 1855,  
Maria Borhek, " 1868, October 12. 
Anna Juliana Christ, " 1859,  
Rachel Schneckenburg, 1829, 1856, March 8. 
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Name. Received her first Annuity. Departed or Remarried. 
Susanna Schulz, 1830, 1839, August 5. 
Benigna S. Cunow, " 1836,  
Elizabeth Esterlein, " 1831, August 23. 
Johanna S. Hœber, 1831, 1843,  
Rosina Hübner, " 1860, January 21. 
Agnes Luch. " 1843, November 2. 
Anna S. Jundt, 1832, 1855, January 18. 
A. Salome Rice, " 1Я57, January 15. 
Maria Eggert, " 1854, December 31. 
Elizabeth Schuster, " 1853,  
Anna M. Kampmann, 1833, 1836, February 21. 
Lydia Rice, " 

Charity Benzien, " 1863, December 20. 
Sarah J. Reinke, " ч 1852, October 11. 
L. Amelia v. Schweinitz, 1834, 1854, October 28. 
Elizabeth Lichtenthseler, - •' 1858,  
Maria M. Schmid, " Remarried, 1834. 
Mary Reichel, " 1855,  
Magdalena Suess, 1835, 1845,  
Elizabeth Horsfield, " 1836, August 30. 
Anna C. Levering, " 1849, October 8. 
Anna E. Senseman, " 1857,  
Bethia Mortimer, " 1848,  
Mary Henry, 1837, 1871,  
Elizabeth Eder, " Remarried, 1838. 
Theodora Beear, " 1856, November 18. 
Sarah Lange, " 1848, January 7. 
Susanna Vogenitz, 1838, 1864, January 31. 
Salome Ebbecke, " 1862,  
Susanna Bachmair, " 1865, June 22. 
Maria Denke, l< 1868, November - 
Elizabeth Pfohl, " 1850, September 4. 
Mary Ann Collis, u 1861,  
Sophia M. Damus, " 1870,  
Elizabeth Hartman, 1839, 1863,  
Lucinda Traeger, " 
Margaret Kunkler, " 1842, April 20. 
Amalia Muecke, 1840, 
Cornelia Schropp, 1841, 
Anna Weiss, u 1844, May 11. 
Caroline Lœffler, " 1849,  
M. Elizabeth Kern, 1842, 1868, August 21. 
Eliza Ann Oppelt, " Remarried. 
Maria Schaaf, " 1845,  
Catharine Welfare, " 
Maria Hueffel, t4 1858,  
Catharine Schneller, 1843, 1857, - =  
Rosina Sweishaupt, '* 1843,  
Caroline Zorn, , " 1862, August 28. 
Susan Hagen, 1844, 1853, June - 
Sally Christ, 1845, 1865,  
Susan Sturgis, " 1873,  
Rebecca Horsfield, " 1845, February 14. 
Eliza Cooper, ť 
Christine Van Vleck, " 1877, April 19. 
Elizabeth Scholefield, 1846, 1866, December 28. 
Salome Freytag, tť 1861, October 29. 
Anne Schober, " 1868, January " 2. 
Elizabeth Sparmeyer, " 1864,  

"  
Maria B. Hohe, " 1872,  
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Name. Received her first Annuity» Departed or Remarried. 
Maria Smith, 1847, 1866, July 16. 
Christina Rondthaler, " 1854,  
Frederica Guetter, " 

Mary Knauss, 1848, 1855, August 20. 
Rosina Beitel, 

" 1850,  
Catharine Hall, " 1855,  
Theresia Anders, " 1848-49,  
Maria L. Ham, 1849, 1872,  
Maria Rondthaler, " 
Johanna Bœnhof, " 1872,  
Lydia Weiss, 
Rosina Fuehrer, " 1850,  
Sarah Huebner, " 1867, May 25. 
Julia Rice, " 1873,  
Susanna Stadiger, 1850, 1850, September 9. 
Juliet Rickert. " Remarried in 1862. 
Mary Bleck, " Remarried in 1850-51. 
Elizabeth Luchenbach, " 1867, December 1. 
Elizabeth Weber, " 1851, January 7. 
Mary Shultz, 
Antonie Frey tag, 1851, 1876,  
Josephine Rice, " 
Elizabeth Hillman, 1852, 1870, February 26. 
С. Elizabeth Goundie, " 1853, January 3. 
Susanna Luckenbach, " 1867, February 8. 
Elizabeth Mehr, " 1854,  
Johanna Meinung, " 1859,  
Dorothea Staude, " 1868, July - 
Mary Stadiger, " 1878,  
Elizabeth Van Vleck, 1853, 1865, January 31. 
Catharine Tschudy, " 1865, October 23. 
Henriette Kryder, " 1872,  
Maria Keller, 
Dorothea Bishop, 1854, 
M. Dorothea Brown, '* 1870, February 8. 
Aurelia Kaucher, •« 1863, April 23. 
Rosina Luckenbach, " 1862, November 3. 
Pauline Herman, " 1868,  
Ernstine Lichtenthseler, 1855, 1866, July 19. 
Ann Eliza Fetter, " 
Louisa С. Blickensderfer, 1856, 
Maria Klose, " 1859, October 26. 
Rebecca Haman, " 1873, June 27. 
Christine Schulz, 1857, 1862,  
Angelica Lehman, " 
Anna E. Eber man, " 
Maria Kummer, " 1863, January 20. 
Julia Grider, 1858, 1877,  
Anna J. Meiler, 1859, 
Catharine Bardill, " 1868,  
Francis Neisser, " 1867, May 17. 
Matilda L. Knauss, 1860, 1871,  
Mary L. Ritter, " 1870,  
Pauline Doster, " 1879, July 5. 
Maria Sophia Zippel, " 1862,  
Lisetta Bishop, " 1870, March 18. 
Maria Eggert, " 
Sarah Gold, " 
Rebecca Kluge, 1861, 
Justine Christ, 1862, 1862,  

8 
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Name, Received her first Annuity. Departed or Remarried, 
Lizetta Eauch, 1863, 1 367, M ay 28. 
Eliza Wolle, 

" 1867, June 28. 
Lisette Fries, 1864, 
Lydia Leiber t, 
Magdalene Oerter, 

" 
Phoebe Brown, 1865, 
Brigitta Büchner, 
Mary Miller, 

" 1872,  
Adeline A. Krause, 

" 1867, June 13. 
Sophia Stadiger, 1 866, 
A. Elizabeth Oerter, 

'* 1879, June 20. 
Sarah Senseman, 

" 1875,  
Sarah Haman, 

" 1876,  
Hortensia Krause, 
Esther Lange, 
Caroline Tschudy, 

" 1873,  
Christine Rauch, 

" 1876,  
Mathilda A. Siewers, 1867, 
Jemima Kreider, 1868, 
Sarah L. Christ, 
Augusta W. Wcehler, " Remarried, 1871. 
Caroline Rice, 1869, 
Eliza Ann Beitel, 

" Remarried, 1878. 
Louisa Bahnson, 1870, 
Elizabeth Lueders, 

" 1874, August - 
Frances Hoch, 
Rebecca Youngman, 

" 1876,  
Julianna Bealer, 
Lydia Beitel, 

" 

Justina Huebner, 
" 

Lizetta Jacobson, 1871, 
Mary C. Busse, " 

Josephine Luckenbach, 
" 

Mary Ann Clewell, 
" 

Mary Ann Bachman, 
" 

Anna Susanna Pfohl, 
" 1872,  :  

Caroline Knauss, 1872, Remarried in 1876. 
Sarah A. Sch rader, 

" 1872, August 10. 
Mary A. Vogler, 

" 

C.L.Ziock, 
" 1875,  

Johanna A. Beck, 1873, 1877, February 28. 
Elizabeth Andres», 

" 

Caroline Wolle, 
" 1876, May 18. 

Catharine Malthaner, 
" 

Susan Beam, 
Sarah A. Meyers, 

" 

Caroline Giering, 1874, 
Louisa Huebner, 

" 
Ann Eliza Pfohl, " 1876, July 4. 
Eliza Thrum, 

" 1874, May - 
Elizabeth Krause, 1875, 1877, July 13. 
Eliza Trceger, 

" 

Sarah Kern, 
" 

Sarah E. Bishop, 4< 
Catharine Masslich, " 

Laura Clauder, 
*' 

Theodora Beckler, 
" 

Christianne Weniger, 
" 

Amelia Wolle, 
Elizabeth Bigler, 

" 
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Name. Received her ßr st Annuity. Departed or Remarried. 
Anna Rosina. Weinland, 1875, 
Christina Fettei, 1876, 
Maria Michel, 4< 
Emma A. Vogler, u 
Emilia Schaffner, 1877, 
Augusta Daily, " 
Charlotte Reichel, " 
Charlotte Goundie, " 
Mary Reichel, 1878, 
A. M. Erdmann, '* 
Cornelia Wolle, " 
Ellen Goth, 
Clara Frueaufí; 1879, 
Sarah Rau, " 
Augusta Rauch, " 
Caroline Walp, " 
Sophia A. de Schweinitz, ť< 
Caroline Kleckner. " 



APPENDIX III. 

ACT OF INCORPORATION AND BY-LAWS OF THE WIDOWS* 

SOCIETY OF BETHLEHEM. 

1. AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE WIDOWS' SOCIETY 
OF BETHLEHEM. 

Whereas it is represented to the Legislature, that a number of 
persons, members of the Episcopal Church of the United Brethren, 
resident at Bethlehem and elsewhere, have formed a Society for the 
humane and charitable purpose of ministering to the wants and alle- 
viating the distress of their widows, and pray to be incorporated : 

Therefore, 
Section 1. Se it enacted by the Senate and Hovse of Representatives 

of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, and it 
is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That Joseph Rice, the 
present President of The Widows' Society of Bethlehem, David Bischoff, 
Christian Borheck, Owen Rice, jun., John Fr. Rauch, Samuel 
Stipe, Jojin Henry Schultz, John Snyder, and David P. 
Schneller, the present Directors thereof, together with all such per- 
sons as heretofore have been, or hereafter shall be duly admitted 
members of the said Society, agreeable to the Constitution and Funda- 
mental Articles thereof, be, and they hereby are incorporated into a 
Society, by the name, style and title of " The Widows1 Society of Beth- 
lehem" and by that name shall have perpetual succession, and all the 
rights, powers and privileges incident by law to a corporation. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the said Corporation and their successors, by the name, style and title 
aforesaid, shall forever hereafter be able and capable in law to purchase, 
have, receive, take, hold and enjoy, in fee simple or for a less estate or 
estates, any lands, tenements, rents, annuities, liberties, franchises and 
other hereditaments, by the gift, grant, bargain, sale, alienation, enfe- 
offment, release, confirmation or devise of any person or persons, bodies 
politic and corporate, capable and able to make the same, and further, 
that the said corporation and their successors may take and receive any 
sum or sums of money, goods and chattels, that have been, or here- 
after shall be given or bequeathed to them by any person or persons, 

(117) 
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bodies politic or corporate, able and capable to make a bequest or gift 
thereof; Provided, That no misnomer of the said corporation aud their 
successors, shall defeat or annul any gift, grant, devise or bequest to 
the said corporation, if the intent of the donor shall sufficiently appear 
upon the face of the gift, testament or other writing whereby any es- 
tate or interest was intended to pass to the said corporation ; nor shall any 
non-user of the rights, liberties, privileges and authorities or any of 
them, hereby granted to the said corporation, create or cause a for- 
feiture thereof; Provided nevertheless, That the clear yearly value or 
income of the messuages, houses, lands and tenements, rents, annuities 
and other hereditaments and real estate of the said corporation, and 
the interest of the money lent by the same, shall not exceed the sum of 
Six thousand dollars. 

Section 3* And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the said corporation and their successors shall have full power and 
authority to make, have and use one common seal, with such device 
and inscription as they shall think proper, and the same to break, alter 
and renew at their pleasure. 

Section 4. And be it further enacted by tfte authority aforesaid, That 
the following be, and they are hereby declared to be the Constitution 
and Fundamental Articles of the said Society, that is to say : 

ARTICLES. 

ARTICLE I. 

The Society shall consist of those persons, being members of the Episcopal 
Church of the United Brethren, who shall, in the first instance, subscribe this 
Constitution, and of such as may hereafter be admitted as members thereof, 
according to the rules hereinafter prescribed. 

ARTICLE II. 

Candidates for membership shall be nominated either at the meetings of the 
Society or of the Board of Directors hereinafter appointed. The said Board 
of Directors shall make due inquiry as to the bodily health and fitness of the 
candidate, and if so many members of the Society or of the Board of Directors 
as shall be prescribed by the by-laws, vote in favor of admission, the candidate 
shall be admitted, upon complying with the other regulations which shall be 
prescribed for admission by the by-laws. 

None but married men, who are members of the United Brethren, or who, 
not being such themselves, live in matrimony with a person being a member 
of the said Church of the United Brethren, shall be admitted as members of 
this Society. But only such as are members of the said United Brethren, 
shall have a vote upon any question respecting the concerns of this Society, 
or be eligible as officers of the same. 
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ARTICLE III. 
Each member shall, at the time of his admission, and every year during 

the time of his membership, pay to the Treasurer, for the use of this Society, 
such sum or sums as shall be directed bý the by-laws ; and provision may be 
made by the by-laws, for the exemption of members reduced in their circum- 
stances from the annual payments, during their inability. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The moneys paid by the members at the time of their admission or re-ad- 
mission, as well as all grants, gifts, donations and bequests to this Society, 
shall, from time to time, be invested in productive funds, or loaned on in- 
terest, as shall be directed by the by-laws, and the interest arising on the said 
capital stock, as well as the yearly contributions of the members, shall be dis- 
tributed to the widows, relicts of deceased members of the Society, in such 
a manner as shall be prescribed by the by-laws, but the said capital stock 
shall at all times remain entire and inviolate, as long as this Society shall 
exist. 

ARTICLE V. 

Seven Directors, a • Treasurer, a Secretary and three Auditors, shall be 
elected by ballot at the stated meeting in every year. Whenever any of the 
said offices shall become vacant, the vacancy shall be filled by a new election 
at the next stated meeting after the vacancy shall have happened, or, in case 
of urgency, at a special meeting of the Society, to be called for the purpose. 
The said seven Directors, together with the Treasurer and Secretary afore- 
said, shall constitute a Board to superintend the general concerns of the 
Society, and, at their first meeting after each election shall choose one of the 
said seven Directors as President. Provision shall be made in the by-laws 
for conducting the affairs of the Society, if at any time the same shall be so 
much reduced in number, as to make it impracticable to constitute a Board of 
Directors, as herein before directed. 

ARTICLE VI. 
The duties of all the officers shall be such as are implied in their titles, and 

shall be prescribed by the by-laws. 

ARTICLE VII. 
The Society shall hold its stated meeting on the first Thursday in the month 

of July, in every year. Adjourned and special meetings may be held, as 
shall be provided for by the by-laws. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
A member ma^ ¿ expelled for unfaithful, immoral or unworthy conduct, 

by the votes of two-thirds of the voting members present ; but eighteen of the 
voting members shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the purpose of 
such trial, which shall not be held, unless a written notice of the facts 
charged shall have been given to the party accused, at least thirty days before 
the time of such trial. It is, however, expressly decreed, that the right, in- 
terest and claim of the widow of any expelled member to the benefits accruing 
from this Society, shall, in no instance, be impaired or defeated by such ex- 
pulsion, provided all the dues prescribed by the by-laws be regularly paid 
during the life of any such expelled member, but not otherwise. 
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AKTICLE IX. 
This Constitution shall be subscribed by every member ut the time of his 

admission, and the time of his subscribing, with the name of the place of his 
■residence and his age, shall be noted opposite to his name, and each member 
shall receive a certificate of his membership, certified by the President, and 
attested by the Secretary ; with the seal of the Society affixed and a printed 
copy of this constitution and the by-laws. 

ARTICLE X. 

It is unalterably and irrevocably decreed, that, if any unforeseen accident 
or other cause should ever occasion a dissolution of this Society, which, how- 
ever, shall not be understood to have taken place, until all the members 
thereof, and ail and every the widows, entitled to the benefits thereof, shall 
have become extinct, the funds of the Society, without diminution or defal- 
cation, shall be divided into two equal parts ; one moiety whereof shall be 
transferred to, and become the property of, such committee or committees of 
the several Congregations of the United Brethren in the United States, 
as shall have been appointed by the voting members of such Congre- 
gations respectively, to take care of their widows, in trust and for the use of 
such widows ; and the other moiety thereof shall, in like manner, be trans- 
ferred to such committee or committees in the aforesaid Congregations, which 
shall have been appointed in the same manner às aforesaid, to take care of 
the education of their children and to administer the funds established for 
that purpose, in trust and for the use of their schools ; each of these moieties 
to be divided amongst the aforesaid committees, in proportion to the number 
of families resident in the aforesaid Congregations respectively at the time of 
such transfer; on condition, nevertheless, that the said funds, so as aforesaid 
transferred to the said committees, be kept entire and unimpaired by them 
and every and each of them, and the interest thereof only be applied to the 
uses and purposes aforesaid. And to the faithful execution ot this article, 
according to its true intent and meaning, we, the subscribers, and each of us, 
hold ourselves, collectively and individually, firmly bound. 

Section 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the said Society shall have power to make by-laws, as well as to carry 
into effect the provisions herein contained, as for the effectual and con- 
venient conduct of the affairs of the Society ; Provided, That the same 
be not repugnant to the Constitution and Laws of the United States or 
of this Commonwealth : Arid provided, That no by-laws shall be en- 
acted, altered or repealed, but at a stated meeting, nor unless fifteen of 
the voting members shall be present at such stated meeting : And pro- 
vided, That the by-laws already made and now in force in the said 
Society, shall- continue and be in force until altered or repealed in 
manner herein before declared : And provided also, That no by-law 
shall ever be made to alter the nature, or impair the binding force of 
the foregoing Articles of the Constitution hereby enacted. 

Section 6. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the estates and funds of every description of the existing Association or 
associated Society, called " The Widows' Society of Bethlehem" be, and 
they are hereby declared to be Tested in the Society incorporated by 
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this act, in full property, and subject to the disposal thereof agreeably 
to the provision herein before contained. Provided always, That noth- 
ing in this act shall be so construed as to impair or diminish the re- 
sponsibility of any individual or individuals, for the payment of any 
debts contracted for this Society, and by its order, for which he would 
have been otherwise liable. 

JNO. GILMORE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

WM. MARKS, Jun., 
Speaker of the Senate. 

Approved, March the seventh, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-one. 

JOSEPH HIESTER. 

2. BY LA WS OF THE WIDOWS' SOCIETY OF BETHLEHEM. 

SECTION I. 
The President shall preside in the meetings of the Society, and in those of the 

Board of Directors, and when the members are equally divided upon any question, he shall have a casting vote, but no other. In case of his absence, a chairman 
shall be chosen, who shall preside pro tempore. 

SECTION II. 
The Treasurer shall receive all moneys, donations, bequests, and evidences of 

debt belonging to the Society, and all interest and dividends arising therefrom, 
and keep proper accounts thereof in a book or books provided for that purpose; he shall pay all proper drafts for contingent expenses; he shall submit an abstract 
of his receipts and disbursements to the yearly stated meeting of the Society^ after his accounts have been previously examined and approved by the Auditor ; and 
his accounts shall at all times be open to the inspection of the Board of Directors 
or any member thereof. Before entering upon the discharge of the duties of his 
office, he shall execute a bond to the Society, with such security and for such 
amount as shall be deemed sufficient by the Board of Directors, conditioned for 
the faithful performance of the duties of his office. He shall be liable, for cause, to be removed from office by the Board of Directors ; in which case the vacancy shall be filled in conformity with the Fifth Article of the Constitution or Funda- 
mental Rules of the Society. 

[Amended July 3rd, 1846.] 

SECTION III. 
The Secretary shall carry on such correspondence with persons or associations 

at a distance, as shall be directed by the Society or the Board of Directors. He 
shall preserve copies of all letters, which shall be written iu the prosecution of his 
duty, regularly filed or recorded ; as well as all letters and written communica- 
tions, received by him in his official capacity; all of which shall at all times be 
subject to the inspection of the Board of Directors, and every member of it ; and 
shall also, when required, be laid before the Society. He shall further transcribe 
in a book, the constitution aud by-laws of the Society already adopted, and such 
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by-laws as may hereafter be adopted ; and shall keep minutes of all the proceed- 
ings and transactions of the Society and the Board of Directors; and .shall keep 
a list of the names of all the members, with their places of residence. On the ad-, 
mission of new members, it shall be the duty of the Secretary to give them notice 
thereof in writing. When special meetings of the Society shall be called, it shall 
be his duty to give written notices thereof to the members, at least thirty days 
previous to such meetings. His expense for stationery shall be paid out of the 
funds of the Society. At the expiration of his official term, it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary to deliver all such files and records as are herein before specified, 
and all other papers and documents which shall have come to his hauds by virtue 
of his official capacity, to the President, subject to the order of the Board of 
Directors. 

SECTION IV. 

Every person of whatsoever age, hereafter to be admitted a member of the 
Society, shall, at the time of his admission, sign the constitution, and pay the sum 
of Fifty Dollars ; which payment shall constitute such person a member for life. 

SECTION V. 

Every person to be admitted a member of the Society after the first day of July 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, shall, at the 
time of his admisión, pay the additional sum of One Dollar for each and every 
year he shall have attained over and above the age of fifty ; and so much of any 
bv-law as is hereby altered, shall, from the said first day of July, be repealed. 

[Enacted July 1st, 1824.] 

SECTION VI. 
The Directors, Treasurer, Secretary and Auditors shall be elected by ballot, and 

the name of each candidate shall be written on the same ticket, designating the 
offices intended; and the person having the greatest number of votes for any 
office, shall be declared to be elected. 

SECTION VII. 
The officers thus elected shall serve from the time of one stated meeting to the 

next, and until others shall be appointed in their place. 

SECTION VIII. 
The President, or Chairman pro tempore, shall authorize special meetings of the 

Society to be called, whenever he is requested by the Board of Directors, or re- 
ceives a written communication stating clearly the subject to be brought before 
the Society, signed by at least five members, which said special meetings may be 
'continued by adjournment. 

SECTION IX. 
The Board of Directors shall superintend the general concerns of the Society, 

and carry into effectual operation all those provisions of the constitution and by- 
laws, the execution of which have net been specially delegated to others. Any 
five of the members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. They shall be authorized to make rules for their own immediate regu- 
lation ; keep regular minutes of their proceedings ; and shall lay those minutes 
before the Society, when called for. All accounts or demands against the Society 
shall be presented to this Board for inspection, and, when approved, the presiding 
officer shall be authorized to draw upon the Treasurer for payment. This Board 
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shall likewise have the power to appoint such officers under them, as shall be 
necessary for executing the business of the Society, and to allow them such com- 
pensation for their services respectively, as shall by them be deemed reasonable. 
But no member of the Board of Directors shall be entitled to any emolument, un- 
less the same shall have been allowed by the members of the Society at a stated 
meeting. 

SECTION X. 
The capital stock of( the Society shall, from time to time, be loaned on interest, 

to persons giving satisfactory security on real property, or be invested in public 
stock of the United States, or of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or in stock 
of any such incorporated bank or banks, as the Board of Directors may approve ; 
and all, securities so given, and all certificates of such stock, shall be taken in the 
name of the Society, and shall be made payable to the same ; and all securities 
and certificates so taken shall be lodged in the hands of the Treasurer, who shall 
hold and dispose of the same, according to the provisions contained in the con- 
stitution and by-laws of this Society. 

SECTION XI. 
The seal of *the Society shall be affixed by the Secretary to all certificates of 

membership, and to such other papers and documents as shall be ordered by the 
Society or Board of Directors. 

SECTION XII. 
The votes of two-thirds of the voting members present at any meeting of the 

Society, or a majority of the votes of the Board of Directors, shall be necessary to 
the admission of a new member. 

SECTION XIII. 

Any member may be expelled from the meetings of the Society, for disorderly 
and improper conduct in the presence of the Society. 

SECTION XIV. 
Eleven voting members shall constitute a quorum to transact the ordinary 

business of the Society. 

SECTION XV. 

The act of incorporation of this Society, together with the by-laws, shall be 
printed, and one copy thereof shall be delivered to each member on his signing 
the constitution. 

SECTION XVI. 
The Board of Directors shall, twice a year, on the Fridays immediately pre- 

ceding the first Thursdays in the months of January and July in every year, de- 
clare a dividend of so much of the interest and dividends arising on the capital 
stock of the Society, as shall remain in the hands of the Treasurer, after having 
deducted all contingent expenses of the Society; and the said dividend shall be 
payable by the Treasurer to the widows of deceased members, or their attorneys 
duly constituted, share and share alike, during their widowhood, within five days 
after such declaration. But no widow shall receive the said dividend, before a 
certificate of the decease of her late husband, attested by a Minister of the Church 
of the United Brethren, shall previously have been laid before the Board of 
Directors. The right to a dividend shall not be assignable. 
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SECTION XVII. 

Any dividend or dividends, remaining to the credit of the widow on the books 
of the Society at her death, shall be payable by the Treasurer to the executors, 
administrators or legal representatives of such widow, if applied for within one 
hundred and twenty days from the time of her decease ; but if not applied for 
within that time, the same shall be considered as sunk for the benefit of the 
Society. But no claim for a dividend shall be allowed in case t)f the death of a 
widow on the dividend day. The death of a member, however, happening on a 
dividend day, even at the latest hour thereof, shall entitle his widow to an equal 
share of the dividend declared on such day. If inconvenient to procure the at- 
testation of a Minister of the Church of the United Brethren to the certificate of 
the decease of a member, as herein before required by section xvi, any other 
proof of the fact, satisfactory to the Board of Directors, shall be admitted. So 
much of any by-law as is hereby altered shall be repealed. 

[Enacted July 5th, 1832.J 

SECTION XVIII. 
If at any time the members of the Society should be so much reduced in num- 

ber, as to make it impracticable to constitute a Board of Directors as prescribed by 
the fifth article of the constitution, the number of officers shall be reduced in pro- 
portion ; and if at any time all and every the members of the Society should be- 
come extinct, the widows of the deceased members, as long as there be three or 
more of them living, shall, annually, on the first Thursday in the month of July, 
appoint no less than three Trustees, who shall have the same powers, and perform 
the same duties, as are vested in and enjoined on the aforesaid Board of Directors 
by the constitution and by-laws, and shall serve for and during the term of twelve 
months, and until others are appointed in their place. And the said Trustees last 
appointed, the survivors or survivor of them, are hereby authorized to execute the 
provisions of the tenth article of the constitution, whenever the circumstances 
therein contemplated shall take place. 



A VISIT 
TO 

Bethlehem and Lititz in 1777. 

In Scribner's Magazine for January, 1880, there is an entertain- 
ing paper, by Col. T. W. Higginson, entitled "A Revolutionary 
Congressman on Horseback." The article is based upon the diary 
kept by the Hon. William Ellery of his journey on horseback 
from Dighton, Masschusetts, to York, or as it was then 
called, Yorktown, Pennsylvania, a distance of nearly ůve hundred 
miles. The Congress, " which then sat continuously, had been 
driven from Philadelphia by the approach of the British; and it 
was now at York, where it remained until the following year." 
Mr. Higginson introduces the travelers, for Mr. Ellery was ac- 
companied by his son-in-law, as follows: 

" William Ellery was now a man of nearly fifty years of age, 
having been born December 22, 1727. He had been chosen to 
Congress in May, 1776 ; had signed the great Declaration ; and 
had, as he records, stood long by the secretary to watch the bear- 
ing of his fellow-signers. In return for his patriotic service, the 
British troops had hastened to burn his house at Newport, on their 
taking possession of Rhode Island, so that his family were now re- 
siding at Dighton, Massachusetts. It was from this village, there- 
fore, that he and his son-in-law - the Honorable Francis Dana of 
Massachusetts - were to ride together to the Congress, of which 
both were members. Mr. Dana was the father, ten years later, of 
Richard Henry Dana, the poet, lately deceased, whose long career 
thus nearly linked the present moment with that autumnal morn- 
ing when his father and grandfather mounted their horses for their 
journey. 

"It was an important time in the history of the Revolution. The 
first flying rumors of Burgoyne's surrender were arriving ; but an 
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interest more absorbing must have been attached, in Mr. Ellery'e 
mind, to an expedition just organized by General Spencer to drive 
the British from Rhode Island. The attempt was carried so far 
that the Continental troops were actually embarked in boats at 
Tiverton, when news came that the British were already warned, 
and the surprise had failed. The expedition was at once aban- 
doned, much to the dissatisfaction of Congress ; but all this was 
not foreseen by Mr. Ellery, who, as we shall see, was anxiously 
listening for the sound of cannon, and hoping for a military 
triumph that should almost eclipse that already won over Burgoyne. 

"We can fancy the two worthy gentlemen, booted and spurred, 
wearing the full-skirted coat, the long waistcoat, and the small- 
clothes of the period, and bestriding their stout horses, after due 
inspection of girths and saddle-bags. With Mr. Dana's man-ser- 
vant riding soberly behind them, they ' sat out/ as the diary al- 
ways phrases it, on their month's journey. They were to meet the 
accustomed perils by field and flood; to be detained for days by 
storms, to test severely the larders of their hosts; to be sometimes 
driven from their beds by cold and wet, or from the very house 
through exhaustion of fire- wood -all this in time of war, more- 
over, near the hostile lines, and in the occasional society of strag- 
glers from either army. Such traveling was a good school for 
courage, endurance and patience; it brought public men into 
singularly close contact with their constituents ; and afforded, on 
the whole, a manly and invigorating experience, though one that 
was often comfortless to the last degree. It moreover gave per- 
petual opening for unexpected acquaintance and odd adventure - 

opportunities never wasted upon a born humorist like William 
Ellery. He journeyed, we may be sure, with his eyes wide open; 
and by no means sheltered himself behind the immunities, if such 
there were, of a Congressman and a ( signer/ Indeed, he says of 

- himself, when he had on one occasion to seek some special privilege 
of travel : 

" Had I announced myself a member of Congress, who would have 
believed me ? - for, setting aside my spectacles, there is, I am sure, no 
dignity in my person or appearance." 

"This modest self-depreciation is by no means justified by Mr. 
Ellery's portrait ; but it at least enhances the symbolic value of his 
spectacles, and the appropriateness of their preservation among the 
relics now to be seen at Independence Hall, Philadelphia." 
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Making good use of their eyes, the two Congressman " sat out 
from Dighton in Mass. Bay" on October 20th> 1777, and passed 
through Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York and New Jersey - 
as Mr. Ellery records in his diary. The route to Yorktown was 
by way of Easton and Bethlehem, and Mr. Higginson reproduces 
the entries which give a glimpse "of the Moravian settlement at 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania - a haven of luxurious comfort to the un- 
fortunate travelers of those days :" 

"Nov. 10th. - Breakfasted at Carr's, and rode 12 miles to Easton, 
where we baited. We passed the Delaware with Geni Fermoy 
without making ourselves known to him. From Easton we rode 
in the Rain to Bethlehem for the sake of good accommodation, 
and were invited by Mr. Edwine one of the Ministers of the 
Moravian Society1 who had been so kind as to show me the public 
buildings when I was at Bethlehem the last June. When Con- 
gress were here in their way to York ; they ordered that the House 
of the single women should not be occupied by the Soldiery or 
in any way put to the use of the Army ; and that as little dis- 
turbance as possible should be given to this peaceful Society, which 
Mr. Edwine took notice of with great gratitude. - A number of 
sick and wounded were here,2 a considerable quantity of baggage 
and Guards ; - and a number of Light-horse were at Nazareth, 
feeding on the hay and grain of the Society, which I found was 
disagreeable ; but at the same time perceived that they did not 
choose to complain much lest their complaints should be thought 
to proceed not so much from their sufferings as from a dislike to 
the American Cause. This people, like the Quakers are .prin- 
cipled against bearing Arms ; but are unlike them in this respect, 
they are not against payingsuch taxes as Government may order 
them to pay towards carrying on War, and do not I believe, in a 
sly underhand way aid and assist the Enemy while they cry 
Peace, Peace, as the manner of some Quakers is, not to impeach 
the whole body of them." 

Nov. 11th. - Continued at Bethlehem,, the weather being very 
cold and the wind high, and our horses wanting rest, and to have 
their shoes repaired. Fared exceedingly well, drank excellent 

1 [The Kev. John Ettwein.] 
2 "One of these invalids was Lafayette, who was wounded at the battle of 

Brandywine, Sept. 11, and was taken to Bethlehem in the carriage of Henry 
Laurens on the removal of Congress. Pulaski afterward visited Lafayette at 
Bethlehem, and was subsequently presented with a banner by the Moravian sister- 
hood - an incident well known through an early poem by Longfellow."* 

* [Mr. Higginson helps to perpetuate Mr. Longfellow's error with regard to Pulaski's banner. The 
facts in the 'case are these: Many of the Moravian Sisters were skillful needlewomen; Pulaski, 
through the authorities, requested them to make him a banner; and when it was completed, be paid 
for it. It was a purely commercial transaction. Furthermore, the Moravian Sisters were not nuns, 
and the banner was never consecrated. The disappearance of the romance, together with the in- 
cense, however, does not detract from the beauty of the poem, considered as an ideal production.] 
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Madeira, and fine green tea, and ate a variety of well-cooked food 
of a good quality and lodged well. 

Nov. 12th. - Baited at Snell's 9 miles, and ate a tolerable veal 
cutlet. Snell is a good Whig." 

From Bethlehem the travelers passed on to Reading, and found 
their journey fast drawing to a close: 

"Nov. láth. - Crossed the Schuylkill dined at Miller's near the 
town of Ephrata al. die. [allii dicunt=alias] Dunkard's Town and 
lodged at Letidz1 a little Moravian Settlement, where we lodged in 
Clover. 

" We lodged in Cabins2 about 3 feet wide, a straw bed was at the 
bottom, a feather bed on that, sheets, a thin soft feather bed sup- 
plied the place of blankets, and a neat calico coverlid covered all ; 
and our lodging room was kept warm during the night by a neat 
earthen stove which in form resembled a case of Drawers. 

"Nov. 15th. - Crossed Anderson's Ferry which is 17 miles from 
Letidz about noon, and in the afternoon reached Yorktown which 
is 10 miles from the Ferry, and so finished our Journey of four 
hundred and fifty miles." 

1 [This peculiar spelling of the word Lititz adds evidence against the common 
form, Litiz- a form which is now passing into the realm of discarded errors.] 

2 [Were not these "cabins" old-fashioned German "box-beds" ?] 
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